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Check out the calendar of events
Summer Worship
Schedule:
on the web
site.
Summer Schedule:
Saturday
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:15 AM
Summer Fellowship Sunday 10:15 AM

WHEN TO CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE: 762-6626
 When there is a birth in the family.
 When there is a death in the family.
 When someone close to you is ill or in the hospital, or
in need of spiritual help.
 When someone in the family is going off to college or
joining the armed forces.
 When there are marital problems and before you call
the lawyer.
 When someone in the congregation has done
something to anger you.
 When you have a suggestion for the congregation.
 When you have a question about the Bible, Christianity
or Lutheranism.
 When something in your life is troubling you.
 When alcohol or drug dependency is a problem for you
or someone close.
 When you move to a different area.
 When you just plain want someone to talk with.
 When you want to be specifically remembered in
prayer.
The pastor of a congregation does more than lead
worship and preach on Sunday morning. A pastor is
concerned with the lives of people and, unfortunately, the
pastor is often times the last to know about major events in
people’s lives because people forget to tell them. Whenever
you need the pastor’s help or care…don’t hesitate to call, stop
by or leave a note.

August 1
August 2
August 4&5
August 7

August 8
August 9
August 11
August 12
August 15
August 16
August 21

AUGUST EVENTS AT TRINITY
6:00
Property Ministry Team
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
Human Concerns Weekend
9:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Caring Ministry Team
7:00 PM Finance Ministry Team
7:00 PM 6th Grade Parent
Orientation/Confirmation
7:00 PM Council Meeting
1:00 PM Saturday Stitchers
11:00 AM Worship at Miller Park in Oak Creek
12:00 Noon Congregational Picnic
7:00 PM Thrivent Member Group
TIDINGS DUE DATE
5:00 PM Community Meal at
First Congregational Church
9:00 AM Quilting

Summer Schedule through Labor Day.
Saturday Worship
5:00 PM
Sunday Worship
9:15 AM
Fellowship
10:15
Contemporary on the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Fall Schedule resumes September 8th.
Saturday Worship
5:00 PM
Sunday Worship
8:00 and 10:30 AM
Education hour
Sunday, 9:15 AM
Contemporary 10:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
Contemporary 8:00 am on the 5th Sunday of the month.

Pastor’s Page

The famous hymn "A Mighty Fortress" in Luther's own hand

I wish to thank all of you at Trinity for giving me the
opportunity to continue my education this year at the Madison
Early Music Festival. The focus of this year’s festival (July 714) built on Reformation 500, looking at the development of
music influenced by the Reformation in northern Germany.
The festival theme focused specifically on the music of
Dieterich Buxtehude, an organist and composer who served
St. Mary’s Church in Lubeck, Germany from 1668-1707 and
was an important influence on Bach.
Each day began for me with a class on the Lutheran
Chorale. These are the hymns that became the mainstay of the
churches that followed Luther and the reformers. Luther
himself wrote 36 chorales. He translated familiar Latin texts
into German but also wrote new verse, sometimes adapting
familiar tunes and sometimes composing new melodies.
Previously, the Mass had been entirely in Latin, and a trained

choir was needed to sing the imitative polyphony popular in
the late Renaissance. Luther sought to empower participation
by the whole congregation and to teach the faith through
hymnody written in their own language. The simple chorale
tunes allowed ordinary people the chance to proclaim the
gospel, embodying their role as the priesthood of all believers.
In my daily Chorale class at the Festival we explored
the varied sources for texts and tunes. We also learned how
early musical notation evolved into the modern form of
notation. The chorales were central to worship and the
proclamation of the gospel in the Lutheran churches, so
musicians developed the chorales into organ preludes, fourpart harmonizations for choir, and ultimately the chorale
cantatas of J.S. Bach. Dieterich Buxtehude was one of the
most important composers at the mid-point of that
development. In our final concert at the conclusion of the
week we presented seven different settings of Ein’ feste Burg
(A Mighty Fortress), beginning with the simple chorale
melody.
The church today resembles in some ways the church
of Luther’s time. Biblical literacy has declined, and as a
culture we listen to professional musicians mostly, singing
together rarely. As I reflect on my recent explorations of early
Lutheran hymnody, I wonder what it might teach us today.
How might we take old familiar texts and make them fresh
and new for today? What familiar musical sources could we
draw upon and adapt? How would our best hymns sound when
set in a popular, contemporary style? To be sure some of this
is already being done. But what forms, I wonder, would
inspire people of all ages and backgrounds to sing together

with renewed joy and energy, proclaiming the good news of
our faith?
During the Fellowship Time after Sunday worship in
August I invite those who are interested to explore some of
these questions with me. I will be prepared to explore with
you some of the best known and loved chorales from our
tradition and to share what I learned, as we consider what
makes for strong singing and good worship in our own time.
Grateful to you,
Pr. Michael Mueller
Praying with Scripture
Often what we receive in weekly worship is related to
what we bring to it. Dwelling in the word throughout the week
can nurture a deeper level of attention and awareness when we
arrive for worship on Saturday or Sunday. Praying with the
scriptures opens up space for the Spirit to teach us, revealing
new levels of truth that we couldn’t perceive before.
As you pray with the scriptures, it helps to read a section
three times, asking a new question to deepen your awareness
with each reading:
1. What word or phrase or image draws my attention?
2. How does this word connect with my experience in the
world?
3. Do I hear a call to action? Is God inviting some change
in me?
Begin and end your prayer with a space of silence to listen
and rest in God.

Below are the appointed readings for the weekends in
August. You may wish to work with these readings in your
daily prayer. Throughout the weeks of August the Sunday
lectionary has us reading through John 6, where Jesus calls
himself the Bread of Life. The chapter begins with the feeding
of five thousand (July 29) and continues with reflection on the
meaning of that experience and the true bread that Jesus has
come to share. You may also wish to look at the parallel
stories in Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; and Luke 9:1017, as well as their surrounding context, to compare and
contrast how the different gospel writers tell the story.
August 5, 2018
Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 18

August 12, 2018
Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 19

Ex 16:2-4, 9-15
Ps. 78:23-29
Eph 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:1-8
Eph 4:25—5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

August 19, 2018
Thirteenth
Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 20
Proverbs 9:1-6
Psalm 34:9-14
Eph 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

August 26, 2018
Fourteenth
Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 21
Joshua 24:1-2a,
14-18
Psalm 34:15-22
Eph 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Summer Bible Study
The Thursday morning Bible Study group will gather
at 10:30 AM on the first Thursday of this month, August 2.
Note that this is a change from previous announcements.
Together we will explore the coming Sunday’s gospel,
John 6:24-35, alongside a section of the letter to the Ephesians
(4:1-16). We always listen for the connections to our own
experience and our life together. All are welcome!
Pr. Michael Mueller,
Interim Pastor

2018-19 Confirmation Plans
A new year of confirmation learning will soon begin in
September. This year we are digging into the biblical story.
What is a testament? Why is one called “old” and the other
“new”? And what is the big story being told in the Bible? How
does it all fit together?
Before we get started we want to orient the families of
the new 6th grade class. Parents of this year’s 6th graders are
invited to an orientation meeting on Wednesday, August 8,
at 7:00 PM. We will discuss the program and calendar,
expectations and opportunities. It will be a time to address any
questions that families may have about the learning process.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, please contact Pr.
Mueller (262-930-2072) to set up an alternative time to meet
before classes begin.
The first gathering for all 6th-8th graders will be a
Fellowship Event at the church on Monday, Sept. 10, 6:308:00 PM. More details will be sent closer to the date.
We look forward to an exciting year of learning and
fun as we grow together in faith and love!

Clean up…Clean out…It’s outta here!
Over the years a lot of “stuff” has accumulated
around this church. There is limited storage and when
looking to store those things we are required to keep,
it’s sometimes hard to come up with an empty space.
So… some things have got to go. These are things
that got put away after serving some purpose years
ago and have been gathering dust ever since. Some of
it is still usable, just not of use here at church any
more but needn’t necessarily be trashed. Please check
classroom 109-110 from August 4th-20th for anything
you can use. Think White Elephant Sale, without the
sale part. If you’re willing to take it away, it’s yours.
If you feel it’s worth rummage sale rates, put a little
something in the offering plate next time it comes
around. Please bear in mind: this is not a sale, we are
not fund-raising. Additional items from anybody’s home
will NOT be appreciated. On the other hand, if you
work on a committee or project here at church and
know of items that should be
discarded but are still usable,
do add that to the mix. All
items not taken will eventually
be donated outside the church.

God’s Work, Our Hands
Save the date for Sunday, September 9! This year we
hope to engage at least 125 members of Trinity in “God’s
Work, Our Hands,” a churchwide day of service in the ELCA.
We will gather after the 10:30 worship service for a
fellowship lunch and then continue to our service projects.
The options this year will include packing food boxes for the
Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee, helping Human Concerns
of South Milwaukee prepare for the fall season, outdoor
cleanup work in Grant Park, and the familiar meal packing
project with Worldwide Hunger Relief. In addition, especially
for those not available on Sunday, we will send a crew to Soles
for Jesus on Saturday morning, September 8, to pack shoes for
shipping to countries in Africa. This was a favorite service
project of the confirmation group this past year.
Sign up sheets are available in the lobby at church and online
at SignUpGenius!
Call Committee Update
On June 19 the Call Committee met with Pastor Jennifer
Arnold and received the names of four candidates. Currently
the Call Committee is in the process of setting up interviews
and is looking forward to meeting all candidates face-to-face.
Please continue to pray for the Call Committee as they move
forward with the process.

SATURDAY STITCHER’S
Hey, Stitcher's (knitters, people who
crochet, do counted cross stitch, embroidery
or any hand work) we are meeting on
Saturday August 11th 1-3 p.m. We typically
meet on the second Saturday of each month.
If you would like to learn to knit or crochet,
we have ladies who could help you with
that. Come join us on Saturday August 11th at 1:00. All are
welcome! If you have any questions you can contact Karen
Claffey (kaclaffey@sbcglobal.net) or Doris Mueller
(dmuell@aol.com).

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP
Let's bring coffee and fellowship hour
back to Trinity!
After Sunday worship through
August, we will continue having coffee and
fellowship in the fellowship hall. Enjoy some food and drink
and spend time visiting with your fellow congregants.
We are trying a new way to sign up for these events.
Signup Genius is a free, easy-to-use online signup form that
allows calendar integration and sends email reminders. You
don't need to create an account to use Signup Genius. Use this
link to sign up now:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f44adac2da7fd0treats

HUMAN CONCERNS:
The first weekend of each month is designated as Human
Concerns Day. Please bring some non-perishable food items to
place in the bin. The focus this month is canned items such as
spagettios and ravioli. We are also collecting canned fruits and
vegetables.
Canned meat, such as chicken, tuna or spam are always
needed. Human Concerns has a shortage of bags, both plastic
and paper. Please bring all that you can.
For now, they do not need egg cartons. The eggs that
are coming in at this time are already packed in cartons.

+Christian Symbol+
Seven-Branched Candlestick

The seven-branched candlestick represents the Holy Spirit and
its seven gifts in the listing from Isaiah 11:2-3: wisdom,
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord, and
delight in the Lord. (By contrast, the Hanukkah menorah is a
nine-branched candelabrum lit during the eight-day Jewish
holiday.)

ADOPT A BILL
Day by day and month by month,
Expenses ... they keep getting sent.
Water, electric, phone and more,
They never seem to relent.
But each of you can help us out,
There are many things to fulfill.
With an extra gift this time of year,
You can ADOPT A BILL!
It’s back! At the end of May, the Adopt a Bill board was
posted in the narthex. You can view and choose one (or more)
bills to "adopt" for the month. Just take the post-it with the bill
you want to help with, enclose it in an envelope with payment
and include it in your offering for the week. This extra gift
will help us stay ahead of our expenses throughout the year!

What spills out?
Rev. Henry Wingblade once compared the Christian
personality to the unseen soup in a bowl carried high over a waiter’s
head. No one knows what's inside — unless the waiter is bumped
or trips. If Jesus is truly living inside us, Wingblade said, what spills
out should be the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
When you falter, what do people see? How can your
“spillage” better reflect the Holy Spirit, who lives in you?

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
June was a good month - the right way to start the slower
summer months. Net income is Positive $722; YTD is now
($8,705). We still have a long way to go to reduce this deficit,
but June is definitely a good start. We have transferred a total of
$10,000 from reserves to cover any potential overdrawn funds
in our checking account. Our goal is to pay it back before year
end. YTD gifting is down about $3,000 from this time last year.
In the middle of July, we shared news about our June
financials. Three challenges were put out before the
congregation to help reduce this deficit. During the first week,
Adopt-a-Bill was $525; average had been $130. (There are still
bills to be paid on the board in the narthex) “Largest Bill in the
Offering Plate” challenge brought $389; normal open cash
donations is $50. Child Tax Credit – for those who quality there
will be a $100 child tax credit from the state; consider giving
some/all of your child tax credit.
Thanks to all our generous congregants for your regular
gifting and special gifting. The church is the people and TLC has
always come through, just like family comes through for each
other in times of need.
Small Building Improvement Fund
 Balance $6,777
o We have a pending $1,500 parking lot bill that will
probably come out of this account. The rear parking lot
needs reshaping and resurfacing to prevent water entering
the fellowship hall. Paining will be an additional $200.
June 2018 Financial Summary Report
June, 2018
Income
Expenses
Total

24,985.21
-24,262.42
722.79

2018 Year To Date
Actual
Budget
147,577.64
153,054
-156,282.96
-154,800
-8,705.32
-1,746

Difference
-4,523.64
-1,482.96
-6,959.32

June Project Uplift Reserve Fund
49,754.77
Month’s beginning balance
1,090.00
Month’s contributions
.00
Month's Expenses
50,844.77
Ending balance
As always, thanks to all of you for your generous
gifting to all our ministries!

“Did You Know Series”
 Congregational Life is planning a church picnic for
Sunday August 12th
 Picnic’s have been enjoyed by many in years past
.....however,
 Please consider offering your talents to help

TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
As we look to another year of providing Church
Scholarships to worthy individuals, we again
promote the guidance for awarding them:
1. Applicants are active in the life of the
congregation through worship, receiving the
sacraments, continuing education (Sunday School,
Bible Study, Campus Ministry programs), youth
events, and volunteer work.
2. Applicants are accepted or enrolled as a full time
student to attend classes on a campus of a Lutheran
seminary, Lutheran college, or other accredited
colleges and universities.
3. Applicants are seeking a degree at one of the following
levels:





Associate Degree
Bachelor Degree
Master Degree
Ph D

4. Applicants may receive one scholarship from Trinity
Lutheran church for each degree
he/she is pursuing. If an applicant is not successful in
receiving a scholarship in a given year, he/she may
apply the following year.
We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to
the Scholarship Program and ask for your continued support.
Donations to the Scholarship program should be made using
the blue designated fund envelopes or a plain envelope.
Please indicate Scholarship Fund on either envelope.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Vacation Bible School: Unfortunately,
due to low commitment in participation we
have had to cancel VBS for 2018. We are
already looking forward to next year being
bigger and better. Please look for updates
regarding opportunities to volunteer in the preparation for
SHIPWRECKED 2019! If you have any questions or
concerns please contact Kari; 414-234-0259 or
edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Education Team Planning: Do you like to help plan special
events or get-togethers? Why don’t you consider joining the
Education Ministry Team to help us plan various events we
hold each year such as Rally Day, Sunday School Christmas
Program, Vacation Bible School, and others. We meet
monthly and are always looking for new ideas and
improvements we can make. Please email Ray at
rbergwin@att.net or Kari at edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net to
get more information.
Sunday School Starts: Sunday School starts again the
Sunday after Labor Day, September 9th. We may have some
team teacher positions available, and we are always interested
in maintaining a good list of substitutes or helpers who could
fill in as needed. Please consider volunteering even if you
have never taught before. We will continue using teaching
curriculum from David C. Cook that makes teaching a lot
easier and offer some other special education programs. As in
the past we will also have a Teacher Orientation Meeting, this
year near the end of August.
Have a Great Summer!
Ray Bergwin and Kari Bruins

Looking up
World-renowned
cosmologist
Stephen Hawking (1942-2018) stated:
“Remember to look up at the stars and not
down at your feet. Try to make sense of what
you see and wonder about what makes the
universe exist. Be curious.” His sentiment is
especially fitting for August, when many
people try to count the falling stars of the
Perseid meteor shower.
As a self-proclaimed atheist, Hawking relied on science to
answer “what makes the universe exist.” Yet many Christians
believe that while science shows how things happen or were
created, our faith tells who made them so.
Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: “And when you look up
to the sky and see ... the heavenly array — do not be enticed into
bowing down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God
has apportioned to all the nations under heaven.” We can be
grateful for the work of scientists and the wonders their study
reveals, but instead of “bowing down” to nature, we worship its
Creator and Ruler — the Lord of heaven and earth.

Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
When:
The 3rd Thursday of each month
Next dinner: Thursday, August 16th
From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm
Please enter through the parking lot door










Meals sponsored by:
First Congregational UCC
South Milwaukee Human Concerns
Divine Mercy Parish
Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Luke’s UCC
Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
New Day Church
With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

SUNDAY SCHOOL BIRTHDAYS
August 3
Matthew Schraith
August 5
Madeline Cieczka
August 10
Cayden Cook
TRINITY HAS CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE
Trinity has acquired 10 cemetery plots from past members and
is offering them for sale at a discount. There are 4 lots at
Arlington Park in Greenfield and 6 lots at Forest Hill in Oak
Creek. If interested, or know of someone who might be
interested, please contact the church office.
TENT RENTAL:
Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is available for
rental for $75.00. Be sure to keep this in mind for your next
family gathering! Check with the office to reserve a date.
STEWARDSHIP: SM RECYCLING/YOUTH FUND:
South Milwaukee Recycling, 1200 Minnesota Ave.
(762-1700) will take your aluminum cans and other
metal and send a check to our Youth Fund. All you
need do is tell the worker that you would like your “earnings”
to be donated to the Trinity Lutheran Youth Fund and they
will do the rest.
2018 WORLD HUNGER EFFORT
Our 2018 ELCA Good Gift Effort is “Send a girl
to school.” Your gift of $5 per month will provide
school fees and a uniform for a girl. This program
is run by the ELCA’s World Hunger office.
Because our offerings support the World Hunger office, all of
the funds donated go to the program to send a girl to school.

CAMPAIGN HAS MATCHING CHALLENGE
Thrivent Member Group will once again match up to $1,000 for
TLCs annual Good Gifts campaign “Send a girl to school”.
These annual “jug in the back of church” gifting opportunities
provide much needed financial support to areas throughout the
world that lack basic needs. Last year, this program at Trinity
sent over $2,500 to Good Gifts-Check-ups for Children.
SOUTHSHORE REGIONAL INTERFAITH
Volunteers are needed to help older adults so they can
remain independent and continue to live in their homes or
apartments. The following are some ways you can help:
• Drive an older adult to a medical appointment
• Help with grocery shopping or errands
• Take to hair appointments, bank and post office
• Visit someone who is homebound
• Do a minor home repair
• Assist with fund raising events
• Lend a hand with yard work (or snow removal in winter)
Volunteering is on a “flexible” (when you’re available)
basis. There are no set hours or set times (unless you want them).
We work around your schedule. For more information or to sign
up, please call 762-1998, or stop in the office. Information is also
available outside the Interfaith office.
RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Barb Meyer
Barb Grobschmidt
Judith Hirt
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Barb Meyer
Ron Meyer
John Jones

HOSPITAL STAYS:
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.
August 4/5
August 11/12
August 18/19
August 25/26

ALTAR FLOWERS
Dan & Laurie Soddy; Mark & Terry Draeger
Ray & Alice Grant; Mark & Karen Sostarich
Barb Immel; Denise Herr
Harold & Kathryn Swanson; Brenda Torkelson

“*” indicates nobody is signed up for flowers.
The Floral Chart is posted by the office. The cost for bouquets
are $20.00. You may take your bouquet home with you after the
last service.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONTACT INFORMATION
STAFF EMAIL
Pastor Michael – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary – organisttlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Kari – edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
LEADERSHIP
President – Dan Soddy - dlsoddy@att.net
Vice President – Patty Rosek-Johnson - patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
Secretary – Kari House – bkhouse001@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Josh Hiett – Hiett.josh@gmail.com
Caring Team – Nancy Barbian – donbarbian@att.net
Congregational Life – Josh Hiett – Hiett.josh@gmail.com
Christian Education – Ray Bergwin – rbergwin@att.net
Cross Generation – Tina Krenzer – tinalovesoils@gmail.com
Finance Team – David Hahn – jdhahn@earthlink.net
Outreach team – Vacant
Property Team – Steve Mueller – swm755@gmail.com
Stewardship – Lois Lukas – slukas7@wi.rr.com
Worship/Music – Dan Soddy – dlsoddy@att.net

