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AUGUST 2017
Saturday
Sunday

5:00 PM
9:15 AM
No Education Hour

WHEN TO CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE: 762-6626
 When there is a birth in the family.
 When there is a death in the family.
 When someone close to you is ill or in the hospital, or
in need of spiritual help.
 When someone in the family is going off to college or
joining the armed forces.
 When there are marital problems and before you call the
lawyer.
 When someone in the congregation has done something
to anger you.
 When you have a suggestion for the congregation.
 When you have a question about the Bible, Christianity
or Lutheranism.
 When something in your life is troubling you.
 When alcohol or drug dependency is a problem for you
or someone close.
 When you move to a different area.
 When you just plain want someone to talk with.
 When you want to be specifically remembered in
prayer.
The pastor of a congregation does more than lead
worship and preach on Sunday morning. A pastor is concerned
with the lives of people and, unfortunately, the pastor is often
times the last to know about major events in people’s lives
because people forget to tell them. Whenever you need the
pastor’s help or care…don’t hesitate to call, stop by or leave a
note.

JULY EVENTS AT TRINITY
August 1 6:30 PM
Congregational Life
Ministry Team
6:30 PM
Stewardship Ministry Team
6:30 PM
Caring Ministry Team
7:00 PM
Worship/Music Ministry Team
August 2 6:00 PM
Property Ministry Team
August 5 & 6
Human Concerns Weekend
August 8 7:00 PM
Finance Ministry Team
August 9 7:00 PM
Parents Meeting
– 6th grade catechism
August 10 7:00 PM
Council Meeting
August 12 1:00 PM
Saturday Stitchers
6:30 PM
Diner’s Club
August 15 9:00 AM
Quilting
August 16 Tidings Articles are Due
7:00 PM
Thrivent Member Group
August 17 10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
August 24 6:30 PM
Teacher Orientation
7:00 PM
Executive Meeting
7:30 PM
Education Ministry Team
August 29 9:00 AM
Quilting

PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear people of Trinity,
A sower went out to sow. Her method was not exacting. She
wasn’t precise in her planting. But she was determined to get
the seed out. Everywhere!
We have been hearing some of the teaching stories of Jesus this
month. They give images of the kingdom of heaven, or the
world as God envisions it.
Seeds fall and carpet the soil below – like a water sprinkler that
drenches the earth wherever the spray reaches. The seeds,
however, don’t sprout in every place they land. Not all of them
can grow and bear fruit. Some feed the birds, some are choked
out by other plants, while others can’t establish a root in hard
soil. But wherever there is a patch of good, receptive earth, the
seeds bear abundant fruit.
Such a harvest! We’ve also heard Jesus refer to the crowds as
a great harvest. People thirsty for compassion, hungry for good
news, yearning for wholeness. Jesus sends out his disciples –
by extension, us! – to speak the promise, become the love, and
bring the healing they need.
Thank you, people of Trinity, for speaking love in our world
and for practicing compassion. Thank you for daily acts of
kindness at home and in your community. Thank you for your
efforts to be a sign of peace and for speaking and acting to

bring justice in your workplaces or through political systems.
Thank you for becoming instruments of healing by your words
of forgiveness, your presence in prayer, and generous acts of
love.
You sow the seed that helps others to imagine God’s vision.
You gather the fruit of the Spirit’s work to create faith. You,
yourselves, are the planting of God! In all of it, trust Love!
Trust Grace!
Pr. Michael Mueller,
Interim Pastor

This is the blessed life — not anxious to see far in front, nor eager
to choose the path, but quietly following behind the Shepherd, one
step at a time. The Shepherd was always out in front of the sheep.
He was down in front. Any attack upon them had to take him into
account.
Now God is down in front. He is in the tomorrows. It is tomorrow
that fills [people] with dread. God is there already. All the
tomorrows of our life have to pass him before they can get to us.
—F.B. Meyer

Praying with Scripture
Often what we receive in
weekly worship is related to what we
bring to it. Dwelling in the word
throughout the week can nurture a
deeper level of attention and
awareness when we arrive for worship on Saturday or Sunday.
Praying with the scriptures opens up space for the Spirit to
teach us, revealing new levels of truth that we couldn’t
perceive before.
Here is a simple method. If you didn’t get a chance to
try this last month, why not enter in now?
Choose a short passage. Take a few slow breaths and
center your attention, then read the passage through slowly.
Notice what word or image draws your attention. Listen to that.
Next, read the passage again slowly. How does it speak
to your own life? If it’s a story, which character do you most
relate to? How does this word connect with your experience in
the world? Chew on it.
When you are ready, read the passage one more time.
Ask yourself what God is inviting in you. Do you hear a call to
action? Is God inviting a change? Is this a chance to simply rest
in God’s promise? Speak to God about it, wrestle with it or
give thanks.

Finally, allow yourself a few minutes to sit in stillness. Simply
rest in God’s presence. Then return to your day!
Here are the assigned readings for the weekends in August.
You may wish to start with these:

August 6, 2017
Ninth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 18
Isaiah 55:1-5
Ps. 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

August 13, 2017
Tenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 19
1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 20, 2017
Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 20
Isaiah 56:1, 6-5
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a,29-32
Matt. 15:10-28

August 27, 2017
Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 21
Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matt. 16:13-20

Summer Bible Study
The Thursday morning Bible Study group will gather at 10:30
AM on the third Thursday of this month, August 17. Together
we will explore the coming Sunday’s gospel, Matthew 15:1028, and listen for the connections to our own experience and
our life together. All are welcome!
We are planning the fall calendar now. If you have interest in
a bible study at another time or a short course on a particular
topic, I’m eager to hear your ideas. These small group
opportunities are an important way for us to listen together for
God’s invitation during this time of transition.
God’s Work, Our Hands
Save the date for Sunday, September 10! This year we hope to
engage at least 100 members of Trinity in “God’s Work, Our
Hands,” a churchwide day of service in the ELCA.
We will gather after the 10:30 worship service for a fellowship
lunch and then continue to our service projects. We will, for
certain, include a meal packing project with Worldwide
Hunger Relief. And we are exploring some other possibilities
for those who are interested to get out and serve in the South
Milwaukee community.
Watch for sign up sheets and more information in the coming
weeks. And mark your calendars now!

Confirmation Updates
A new year of confirmation learning will soon begin in
September.
Before we get started we want to orient the families of the new
6th grade class. Parents of this year’s 6th graders are invited to
an orientation meeting on Wednesday, August 9, at 7:00
PM. We will discuss the program and calendar, expectations
and opportunities. It will be a time to address any questions
that families may have about the learning process. If you are
unable to attend the meeting, please contact Pr. Mueller (262930-2072) to set up an alternative time to meet before classes
begin.
The first gathering for 6th-8th graders will be a Fellowship
Event at the church on Monday, Sept. 11, 6:30-8:00 PM. More
details will be sent closer to the date.
We look forward to an exciting year of learning and fun as we
grow together in faith and love!
Fall Prevention Announcement: Did you know that falls are
the leading cause of injury among those age 65 and older? The
Oak Creek Health Department will be hosting a 7-week
workshop where you’ll learn exercises and strategies to help
prevent you from falling. This program has been researched
and the outcome was a 51% reduction in falls for Wisconsin
older adults who completed the program. Classes will be held
weekly on Thursdays from 9:00-11:00am starting on
September 14, 2017 and running through October 26, 2017.
Class location is 8040 S. 6th St. in Oak Creek. The cost of the
program is $25, which includes a weight for exercises, snacks,
and an exercise manual. For more information or to register,
please call 414-766-7950.

Christian Symbol
Scales

In biblical context, scales symbolize
judgment, particularly divine judgment. In
Daniel 5:27, the king is told he has been
“weighed on the scales [by God] and found wanting.” Job also
uses scales as a metaphor for judgment: “Let God weigh me in
honest scales and he will know that I am blameless” (Job 31:6,
NIV). Finally, scales may represent the archangel Michael,
who is sometimes considered responsible for “weighing” the
souls of the dead.
With Pastor’s departure, we also lose a member of
Soul Purpose. We are looking for more members of
the band, so if you play keyboard, guitar, bass or
drums and are willing to
share your talents, please
contact one of the band
members or the church office. We
currently practice the hour before the
service we are scheduled to play, but are also considering additional
practice times to learn new music.

ADOPT A BILL
Day by day and month by month,
Expenses ... they keep getting sent.
Water, electric, heat and more,
They never seem to relent.
But each of you can help us out,
There are many things to fulfill.
With an extra gift this time of year,
You can ADOPT A BILL!
Our Adopt a Bill board is posted in the narthex where you can view
and choose one (or more) bills to "adopt" for the month. Just take
the post-it with the bill you want to help with, enclose it in an
envelope with payment and include it in your offering for the week.
This extra gift will help us stay ahead of our expenses throughout
the year!

Calling all Gardeners!
There are several garden chores (some easy, some
harder) that need doing as the weather permits. If you signed
up to help with gardening (even if you didn’t), please note the
areas that need work and pick one you can do. Tools are limited
at church, so bring your own. The courtyard is locked, so come
during office hours, or arrange to have it unlocked.
In the beds outside, weeds continue to grow and need to be
pulled throughout the summer. There are diagrams to check, in
case you’re not sure if something is a weed or supposed to be
there.
There is a lot of work which can be done in the courtyard.
There are diagrams/pictures which can be a helpful guide:
Dandelions and thistles are doing really well. They are
thriving!
Bring gloves and tools, and please take what you pull. The
city will not take it.

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
June was a not such a good month, much like last month.
Our net income ($3,134); YTD is ($5,430). We had another low
income month, down $6,000 from this time in 2016. We have the
potential for our checking account to be overdrawn. We did have a
carryover last year of $10,000, but over half of this has already been
used. Therefore, we have used reserve funds of
$5,000 as a loan in order to protect our account.
Adopt a Bill income for June is $575.
Please consider adopting a bill (or 2 or 3) over the
summer months. This really helps our gifting
during these slower months.
June Financial Summary Report
May Budget Summation
Month of May 2017
Total for Year
Income
19,896.89
150,281.64
Expenses
(23,031.34)
(155,711.93)
Net Income (loss)
(3,134.45)
(5,430.29)
June Project Uplift Reserve Fund
46,675.77
Month’s beginning balance
1,142.00
Month’s contributions
.00
Month's Expenses
47,817.77
Ending balance

Small Building Improvement Fund
 Balance of $6,777.56
 Will be using portion to fund some upstairs bathroom
improvements and wind damage to the roof shingles and
soffit.

One way for Trinity to keep a consistent monthly income
flow, especially through the summer months, is through Simply
Giving. If you are interested, we have sign up sheets available on
the counter by the Finance bulletin board. For those of you
already using Simply giving, thank you.

As always, thanks to all of you for your generous
gifting to all our ministries!

THRIVENT MEMBERS
Please remember, as a Thrivent Member through Thrivent
Financial, you may qualify for grants. Each qualifying member
can apply for 2 - $250 grants per year. These can be used for
community service projects/events, education and fundraisers.
Some things we ask for help with would include:






Trinity Sunday School
Meatball Supper
Vacation Bible School
Trinity Picnic
Luncheons for Thrivent
events at Trinity

 Various fundraising
events to help Interfaith
South Shore
 Spring planting yard
event

A few of the previous grants approved and used:
 Sunday School Preparations
 Teacher Appreciation Day
 Join Hands Day fabric and lunch
 Quilting Supplies for Lutheran World Relief
 God’s Work. Our Hands. Supplies
 God’s Work. Our Hands. Lunch
 Winter Wonderland event run by a Trinity youth
 Stamps and Poinsettias for Interfaith SS
 Meatball Supper
 Clean up for Christmas event
 Day’s for Girls event
 Meal Packing Event
 New Christmas decorations for Trinity
 Thrivent Educational Events Luncheons
 Simple Suppers
 God’s Work. Our Hands. Spring Event.
 Yarn for disabled adults to make hats, mittens and scarves
for our tree
 Guesthouse Breakfast
 Pastor’s retirement party
Many thanks to the members that have applied for these grants.

Saturday Stitchers
Hey, Stitcher's (knitters, people who
crochet, do counted cross stitch, embroidery
or any hand work) we are meeting on
Saturday August 12th 1-3 p.m. We typically
meet on the second Saturday of each month.
If you would like to learn to knit or crochet,
we have ladies who could help you with
that. Come join us on Saturday August 12th at 1:00. All are
welcome! If you have any questions you can contact Karen
Claffey (kaclaffey@sbcglobal.net) or Doris Mueller
(dmuell@aol.com).
HUMAN CONCERNS:
Thank you for your response to our monthly food drive.
It is appreciated. For August, we are again asking for donations
of heat and eat type meals. Some examples are canned pasta,
boxed pasta, pasta sauce, hamburger helper, tuna helper, and
rice-a-roni. With children home from school, this is a great
quick dinner for them. Canned protein items such as chicken,
tuna, ham or spam are also appreciated. Human Concerns has
a shortage of bags, both plastic and paper. Please bring all that
you can. Egg cartons are always needed.

Free Community Meal
for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
When:
The 3rd Thursday of each month
Next dinner: Thursday, August 17
From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm
Please enter through the parking lot door
Meals sponsored by:
 First Congregational UCC
 South Milwaukee Human Concerns
 Divine Mercy Parish
 Trinity Lutheran Church
 St. Luke’s UCC
 Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
 New Day Church
 With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE MINISTRY TEAM
We hosted a Diners Club Saturday July 22nd at El Fuego's Mexican
Restaurant, on Layton Ave, in Milwaukee.
We will be hosting another Diner's Club Saturday August 12th at
6:30 at a newer Italian restaurant to Oak Creek, called VIVERE. It
is located at 1000 E. Rawson Ave in Oak Creek. (This used to be the
old Brickler's & Lucy's). Watch for sample menu and sign up sheet
in the Narthex.
We will host a Luncheon after 2nd service on September 10th in
correlation with Gods Work Our Hands. There will be a sign up
sheet in Narthex to know how many people we are feeding.
We are starting to look into events for the fall and Christmas. Any
suggestions are welcome.
Our next meeting is Tuesday August 1st at 6:30 at Applebees on the
corner of 13th St and Rawson in Oak Creek. Any guests are
welcome.
Trinity Website
When does Sunday School start? I want to
invite my friend to a service, but I don’t
remember the address of the church. Did I
miss the registration deadline for VBS?
These and more answers can be found on the Trinity church website.
Just go to www.tlcsm.org and you will find a wealth of information
including a worship and event calendar, posts on what is going on
at Trinity, current newsletters, and volunteer schedules. When was
Trinity founded? You’ll find it on the website. What is the Caring
Ministry team collecting for Human Concerns this month? You’ll
find it on the website. Want to follow TLC on Facebook? There’s a
link that will take you right to the Facebook page. The website can
be viewed with any device - your mobile, tablet or laptop. So, go
ahead and check it out. The address is www.tlcsm.org.

ELCA Youth Gathering

Houston, TX
June 27 - July 1, 2018

“For by GRACE you have been saved…” Ephesians 2:8
A great way to celebrate our LORD’s gift is with 30,000 other teens united
in their faith.
All youth going into grades 8-12 are eligible to attend next summer. Plans
are continuing for the trek to Houston so get on board. An informational
meeting will be scheduled for mid August. Watch the bulletin board in the
narthex and weekly worship bulletins for more information.
The gathering is less than a year away, so don’t miss out on this awesome
opportunity to grow your faith. Join us at the next meeting and start your
own journey.
"And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by his Spirit." Ephesians 2:22
http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Vacation Bible School: Vacation Bible School is now almost upon
us. The theme for this year's Vacation Bible School is “Maker Fun
Factory", and it will be offered to all 3 year olds through the 5th grade
on Monday, July 31st through Friday, August 4th from 9:00 to 11:30
AM. It’s always a fun time. Registration forms are available in the
narthex and on another page in the Tidings. As I write this we have
19 kids registered so far, but we are looking for many more. We urge
you to pre-register to help us determine class sizes, teacher, and
supply needs. There will be a special training session for all
volunteers on Thursday, July 20th at 6:30 PM at Church. VBS
applications are due by Friday July 28th but as in the past you can
register at the start of VBS. We will have yard signs advertising VBS
soon which you can pick up at church to promote VBS. Please also
invite your friends and neighbors to send their kids even if they are
not Trinity members. Please call the Church office at 762-6626 or
email edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net for more information.
New Teachers: Sunday School starts again the Sunday after Labor
Day, September 10th. We still have some team teacher and helper
positions available (one 3 year old team teacher and helper, two
team teachers 2nd grade and one team teacher for 3rd grade), and we
are always interested in maintaining a good list of substitutes or
helpers who could fill in as needed. Please consider volunteering
even if you have never taught before. We have a very good teaching
curriculum from David C. Cook that makes teaching a lot easier. As
in the past we will also have a Teacher Orientation Meeting, this
year on Thursday August 24th at 6:30 PM at Church.
Rally Day: Rally Day on Sunday, September 10th is the start day for
the Sunday School year, and this year it will also be the day for the
“GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS” project. We hope you saved your
“GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS” T-shirts as they should be worn
that day. If not, they may be ordered although we may have a few
extra from last year. This year we will be working on the meal
packing project which we have done in past years.

TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
As we look to another year of providing Church Scholarships to
worthy individuals, we again promote the guidance for awarding
them:
1. Applicants are active in the life of the congregation through
worship, receiving the sacraments, continuing education
(Sunday School, Bible Study, Campus Ministry programs),
youth events, and volunteer work.
2. Applicants are accepted or enrolled as a full time student to
attend classes on a campus of a Lutheran seminary, Lutheran
college, or other accredited colleges and universities.
3. Applicants are seeking a degree at one of the following
levels:





Associate Degree
Bachelor Degree
Master Degree
Ph D

4. Applicants may receive one scholarship from Trinity
Lutheran church for each degree he/she is pursuing. If an
applicant is not successful in receiving a scholarship in a
given year, he/she may apply the following year.
We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to the
Scholarship Program and ask for your continued support. Donations
to the Scholarship program should be made using the blue
designated fund envelopes or a plain envelope. Please indicate
Scholarship Fund on either envelope.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BIRTHDAYS
August 3
August 5
August 24

Matthew Schraith
Madeline Cieczka
Olivia Fischer

TRINITY HAS CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE
Trinity has acquired 12 cemetery plots from past members and is
offering them for sale at a discount. There are 4 lots at Arlington
Park in Greenfield and 8 lots at Forest Hill in Oak Creek. If
interested, or know of someone who might be interested, please
contact the church office.
STEWARDSHIP: SM RECYCLING/YOUTH FUND:
South Milwaukee Recycling, 1200 Minnesota
Ave. (762-1700) will take your aluminum cans
and other metal and send a check to our Youth
Fund. All you need do is tell the worker that you
would like your “earnings” to be donated to the
Trinity Lutheran Youth Fund and they will do the rest.
TENT RENTAL:
Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is available for rental
for $75.00. Be sure to keep this in mind for your next family
gathering! Check with the office to reserve a date.
2017 WORLD HUNGER EFFORT
Trinity’s 2017 program is the first
one we’ve done that takes on a healthcare
emphasis. Clinic visits are critical when a
child is sick, and regular check-ups are
important to look for symptoms of
malnutrition and other preventable
diseases. When kids are healthy, they’re more likely to succeed
in school and get ahead.
“Check-ups for Children” will focus on providing clinic
visits for children in poor areas as well as areas where medical
facilities are too far away to make them easily accessible. Clinic
visits for a child average about $10. A $5 donation every month
for the next year will provide healthcare for 6 children. This
program is run by the ELCA’s World Hunger office. Because our
offerings support the World Hunger office, all of the funds
donated go to the program to provide children with healthcare.

SOUTHSHORE REGIONAL INTERFAITH…:
Volunteers are needed to help older adults so they can remain
independent and continue to live in their homes or apartments.
The following are some ways you can help:
• Drive an older adult to a medical appointment
• Help with grocery shopping or errands
• Take to hair appointments, bank and post office
• Visit someone who is homebound
• Do a minor home repair
• Assist with fund raising events
• Lend a hand with yard work
(or snow removal in winter)
Volunteering is on a “flexible” (when you’re available) basis.
There are no set hours or set times (unless you want them). We
work around your schedule. For more information or to sign up,
please call 762-1998, or stop in the office. Information is also
available outside the Interfaith office.

HOSPITALIZED RECENTLY
Mike Zingsheim
Bill House
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Mike Zingsheim
Gina Lorentzen
Barb Meyer
Ron Meyer
Grace Proft
John Jones
HOSPITAL STAYS:
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church office
as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember, hospitals
can no longer provide this information for us.

ALTAR FLOWERS
August 5 & 6
Mark and Karen Sostarich
Brenda Torkelson
August 12 & 13
Tom and Stephanie Barbian
Mark and Terry Draeger
August 19 & 20
Barb Immel, *
August 26 & 27
Chuck and Elaine Weber, *
“*” indicates nobody is signed up for flowers.
The Floral Chart is posted by the office. The cost
for bouquets are $20.00. You may take your
bouquet home with you after the last service.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
Michael Mueller, Interim Pastor
262-930-2072
Gary Wood, Organist
Karen Crump, Office Manager
Julie Maurer, Music Director
Kari Bruins, Education Coordinator
Bill House, Custodian
EMAIL ADDRESSES
Pastor Michael – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary Wood– organisttlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Kari - edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Be sure to check out Trinity’s website at www.tlcsm.org.

