Trinity
Tidings

Michael Mueller, Interim Pastor, 262-930-2072
Church Phone 762-6626, Fax 762-6350
Web Site WWW.TLCSM.ORG
Saturday
Sunday
Education Hour

5:00 PM
8:00 and 10:30 AM
Sunday 9:15 AM

WHEN TO CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE: 762-6626
 When there is a birth in the family.
 When there is a death in the family.
 When someone close to you is ill or in the hospital, or
in need of spiritual help.
 When someone in the family is going off to college or
joining the armed forces.
 When there are marital problems and before you call
the lawyer.
 When someone in the congregation has done
something to anger you.
 When you have a suggestion for the congregation.
 When you have a question about the Bible, Christianity
or Lutheranism.
 When something in your life is troubling you.
 When alcohol or drug dependency is a problem for you
or someone close.
 When you move to a different area.
 When you just plain want someone to talk with.
 When you want to be specifically remembered in
prayer.
The pastor of a congregation does more than lead
worship and preach on Sunday morning. A pastor is
concerned with the lives of people and, unfortunately, the
pastor is often times the last to know about major events in
people’s lives because people forget to tell them. Whenever
you need the pastor’s help or care…don’t hesitate to call, stop
by or leave a note.

FEBRUARY EVENTS AT TRINITY
February 1
No Adult Bible Study
1:30 PM Dorcas Circle at Phyllis’
February 3
9:00 AM Empowering Trinity’s Mission
February 3 & 4
Souper Bowl Weekend
February 5
6:30 PM Catechism Class
February 6
9:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Caring Ministry Team
6:45 PM Stewardship Ministry Team
7:00 PM Finance Ministry Team
7:15 PM Worship/Music Ministry Team
February 7
6:00 PM Property Ministry Team
6:35 PM Carillon Ringers
7:45 PM Senior Choir
February 8
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting
February 10 1:00 PM Saturday Stitchers
8:30 AM ELCA Together in Mission
5:00 PM Kaun Baptism
February 11 11:30 AM Chili Cookoff
Following by First Communion Instruction
5:00 PM Youth Group
February 12 6:30 PM Catechism Fellowship
February 13 1:00 PM Sarah Circle
February 14 ASH WEDNESDAY
TIDINGS ARTICLES ARE DUE
5:30 PM Simple Supper –
Education Ministry Team
6:00 PM Carillon Ringers
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service
8:00 PM Senior Choir
40 in 40 Begins
February 15 No Adult Bible Study
5:00 PM Community Meal
February 17 1:00 PM Saturday Stitchers
6:30 PM Diners Club at Polonez

February 18
February 19
February 20
February 21

February 22
February 24
February 25
February 26
February 28

1:00 PM Girl Scouts
6:30 PM Catechism Class
9:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Thrivent Member Group
5:30 PM Simple Supper – Youth Group
6:00 PM Carillon Ringers
7:00 PM Lenten Service
8:00 PM Senior Choir
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
Guesthouse Breakfast
5:00 PM Youth Group
6:30 PM Catechism Leader Huddle
5:30 PM Simple Supper – OPEN
6:00 PM Carillon Ringers
7:00 PM Lenten Service
8:00 PM Senior Choir
PASTOR’S PAGE

Mission is the seeking of hospitality at the tables of our
neighbors in the world, not the other way around.
The Rev. Stephen Bouman, Director of Evangelical Outreach and
Congregational Mission, ELCA

The building at 2507 5th Avenue is an important
gathering place for this community called to follow in the way
of Jesus. It is a valuable resource for mission. But our mission
itself leads us out into the community. The movement of mission
is to seek “hospitality at the tables of our neighbors in the world,”
as Stephen Bouman writes in his book Baptized for this Moment.
What if our first question were not “how do we get more
(young) people to come to Trinity?” but rather “who can we sit
down with in our community, so that we can build relationship,
discover what God is already doing, and create new
partnerships?” Instead of devising strategies to get more people
to join our table, Bouman suggests that we start by joining others
at their tables, ready to receive whatever hospitality is offered.

The people of Trinity are already connected to the larger
community in many ways, through work, family and friend
relationships, nonprofit engagement, sports and hobbies. You
are connected to municipal government, fire and police
departments, schools, public health, and other faith
communities. Imagine sitting down at kitchen tables, coffee shop
tables, board tables and others, listening to the hopes and
aspirations, challenges and needs of people you already know
and people you are drawn to meet and get to know.
What if “mission exploration” were not a short-term
project during a pastoral transition but an on-going search to
discover what God is doing in the world around us? And what if
the church saw its role as building communities of collaboration
and partnership to join what God is already doing? How might
that change the way you see your community? How might it
change the ways you listen, speak and act?
We would, of course, still gather around our own tables
for worship and for prayer around the scriptures, to become
centered in God and to be reminded again and again of God’s
character and purpose in creation. We would still be fed together
by the presence of Christ at the table of the Eucharist. But from
there we would be sent out, like the first disciples, who were sent
before Jesus to the villages of Galilee, and like the early church,
which moved in the power of the Spirit, from Judea outward into
Samaria and to the ends of the earth.
It is tempting still to think that the way to the future is by
attracting new people to come to us. But mission, especially in
our time, is much more about finding out what God is already
doing out in the world and getting involved in whatever that is.
Pr. Michael Mueller
Interim Pastor

Rooted in the Scriptures – Adult Studies for February 2018
Thursdays
We gather at 10:30 AM on Thursdays to explore the Gospel reading
for the coming Sunday in connection with other readings for the
day. The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb 14.
Here are the dates and the readings:
 Feb 1 – Mark 1:29-39 and Isaiah 40:21-31
 Feb 8 – Mark 9:2-9 and 2 Kings 2:1-12
 Feb 15 – No Bible Study (Pr. Mueller will be at the monthly
Synod Interim Pastors’ meeting)
 Feb 22 – Mark 8:31-38 and Gen 17:1-7, 15-16
Sundays
The Sunday morning adult bible study meets regularly at
9:15 during the Education Hour between worship services.
The Sunday bible study explores themes related to this time
of pastoral transition. In particular, we consider how Trinity is
called to engage God’s mission south of Milwaukee. Each week we
will use the Sunday Gospel as a starting
point for discussion around questions
related to the congregation’s sense of
God’s calling in this present moment.

Praying with Scripture
As you explore the scriptures this month, we move together from
the time after Epiphany into the forty days of Lent. This time of
preparation for Easter is a time for the whole church to renew
disciplines of prayer, fasting, and giving to the needs of the poor.
Perhaps a renewed commitment to praying with the scriptures will
become part your personal discipline during the coming season?

Continue to ask these primary questions as you pray with the
scriptures:
1. What word or phrase or image draws your attention?
2. How does this word connect with your experience in the
world?
3. Do you hear a call to action? Is God inviting some change
in you?
Begin and end your prayer with a space of silence to listen and
rest in God.
Below are the appointed readings for the weekends in February,
as well as Ash Wednesday. You may wish to work with these in
your daily prayer. You might also consider reading through the
gospel of Mark, one small section a day. This would give you a
deeper context for hearing the Sunday gospel readings this year,
which come primarily from Mark but are interspersed with readings
from John.

February 4, 2018
February 11, 2018
Epiphany 5
Transfiguration
Isaiah 20:21-31
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Psalm 50:1-6
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 1:29-39
Mark 9:2-9
February 14, 2018 February 18, 2018 February 25, 2018
Ash Wednesday
Lent 1
Lent 2
Isaiah 58:1-12
Genesis 9:8-17
Gen 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 51:1-17
Psalm 25:1-10
Psalm 22:23-31
2 Cor 5:20b-6:10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Romans 4:13-25
Matt 6:1-6, 16-21
Mark 1:9-15
Mark 8:31-38

First Communion Instruction
Trinity will host a First Communion Workshop on
Saturday, February 11, 2018, 11:30-2:30 AM. All fifth graders who
have not yet begun communing are encouraged to attend with their
parents. Younger children who wish to commune are also welcome
with their parents – please contact Pr. Mueller to communicate your
interest.
We will begin with lunch together at the Chili Cook-off.
The workshop will involve reading, teaching,
conversation, and hands-on experience. Young
people who complete the instructional
workshop will be invited to their first
communion at the Ash Wednesday worship
service on Feb 14, the start of the Lenten season.

CARING MINISTRY TEAM
Guest House Breakfast
We will be serving breakfast at the Guest House homeless shelter
on Saturday February 24th. The shelter provides a place to sleep
and receive guidance for approximately 80 men. We will be
looking for people to help cook and serve as well as asking for food
donations. Please consider joining us to support this organization
and the people they serve. Please look for sign up sheets in the
Narthex in the upcoming weeks.
Caring Ministry Team annual "40 in 40" donation drive begins on
Ash Wednesday. We hope to collect at least 40 personal items for
the women at the Sojourner Family Peace Center. The center
provides safety for the victims of family violence. They have a need
for tampons, as well as shampoo, toothpaste, floss, and deodorant.
A collection box will be located in the narthex starting on February
14th. Thank you.

Midweek during Lent – Simple Supper and Prayer
This year Ash Wednesday shares the date with Valentine’s
Day. It’s an admittedly awkward combination. You can at least
bring your Valentine to supper before we gather in solemn
observance of this day of repentance!
Starting on Feb 14, we will gather each Wednesday of Lent
for a Simple Supper, 5:30-6:30 PM, followed by a time of prayer
beginning at 7:00 PM. On Ash Wednesday it will be a service of
Holy Communion with confession and imposition of ashes.
Through the remainder of Lent our Wednesday prayer will follow
the setting of Holden Evening Prayer. Readings from the Vigil of
Easter will provide the scriptural focus. These readings from the
Hebrew Scriptures tell the story of salvation that points finally to
Jesus’ own passion and resurrection.

Lenten Simple Suppers
Each Wednesday evening will begin with a Simple
Supper serving from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm. Several groups
have volunteered to be responsible for one of the Simple
Suppers. Thank you. Here's the schedule so far (cuisine to be
determined):
February 14 - Ash Wednesday, Education Ministry Team
February 21 - Trinity Youth
February 28 - OPEN
March 7 Caring Ministry Team
March 14 - OPEN
March 21 - Congregational Life Ministry Team
- Chili
Come and enjoy food and fellowship each Wednesday
evening at 5:30 before 7:00 worship service.

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
Wow! What a great way to end the year! Trinity, you have
come through once again with another spectacular December. Net
income is $8,700; we had over $35,000 in income in December,
which is well over some months, which was $20,000. Christmas
had a lot to do with additional gifting along with catching up with
pledges before year end. YTD is now a very positive $5,840. We
were able to use this surplus to replenish our Small Building
Improvement Fund. We also added $2,000 from our carryover to
help fund our new Sign. We met our benevolence goals of gifting
12.4% of our income to nine very deserving organizations. 2017
was kind of normal year, with many peaks and valleys. However,
the peaks were there when it was needed it the most
Thanks again for all your financial support. Let’s do it again
in 2018!
Project Uplift
 Income; $2,240, YTD; $54,153
o The six new lower courtyard windows were
installed; cost of $8,500
o New LED sign will be installed in spring.
Stewardship will be doing a campaign to help with
funding. Whatever is needed in the meantime will
come out of Project Uplift.
Small Building Improvement Fund
 New balance of $8,725 for 2018 projects.
o Will pay a bill for over $2,000 in boiler repairs.
2018 Budget
 Looks like 2018 could also be a good year, but still a lot of
uncertainty about the new tax laws that could affect gifting.
 Our expense budget is $309,000 with anticipated total
income of $306,000. This is a shortfall of a manageable
$3,000, based on this congregation’s history of gifting.
 We had 96 giving units pledge $210,000 which is about the
same as last year. Thank you.





Our proposed budget for 2018 will include salary increases
for the staff who have done a great job during these
transition years.
And we will increase our benevolence gifting to 13% of
whatever income we receive.
December Financial Summary Report
December Budget Summation
Month of December 2017
Total for Year
Income
35,347.51
307,457.66
Expenses
(26,646.67)
(301,617.11)
Net Income (loss)
8,700.84
5,840.55
***2017 surplus distributed to Reserve Accounts.

November Project Uplift Reserve Fund
51,2913.77
Month’s beginning balance
2,240.00
Month’s contributions
.00
Month's Expenses
54,153.77
Ending balance
As always, thanks to all of you for your generous
gifting to all our ministries!

Christian Symbol
Lark
Birds became prominent in Christian art during
the Medieval and Renaissance eras. The lark
came to symbolize the humility of the priesthood because it flies
high and sings only when flying upward

OUR HOME
A preacher who had always feared death
felt powerless to comfort others who were facing
it. Toward the end of his life, he moved to another
house. When all the furniture had been packed, he
lingered in the home where he’d raised his
children and prepared many sermons. An assistant interrupted
those reflections by saying, “Everything’s gone, sir, but the
new house is better than this one. Come away.”
The preacher never forgot this lesson. God has
prepared for his children a home infinitely better than earth —
“an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” (2
Corinthians 5:1, NIV

Saturday Stitchers
Hey, Stitcher's (knitters, people who
crochet, do counted cross stitch, embroidery
or any hand work) we are meeting on
Saturday February 10th 1-3 p.m. We
typically meet on the second Saturday of
each month. If you would like to learn to
knit or crochet, we have ladies who could
help you with that. Come join us on Saturday February 10th
at 1:00. All are welcome! If you have any questions you can
contact Karen Claffey (kaclaffey@sbcglobal.net) or Doris
Mueller (dmuell@aol.com).

HUMAN CONCERNS:
The first weekend of each month is designated as Human Concerns
Day. Please bring some non-perishable food items
to place in the bin. The emphasis this month is
winter comfort foods. Some ideas are hot cocoa,
soup, macaroni and cheese, and hot apple cider
mix.
Canned meat, such as chicken, tuna or spam are
always needed.
Human Concerns has a shortage of bags,
both plastic and paper. Please bring all that you can.
For now, they do not need egg cartons. The eggs that are
coming in at this time are already packed in cartons.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree: The Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree
collection effort concluded at the end of December with our final
delivery of a large box of winter warmth delivered to Human
Concerns. Your generous support was most appreciated.
Christmas Offerings: The offerings received from the Sunday
School Christmas Program and the Sunday School Advent Boxes
were way down affecting our benevolence donation to Human
Concerns. We thank you again for reaching out to others in need.
Sunday School Resumes: Sunday School resumed January 7th
after a two week break at Christmas. Our attendance has been
somewhat consistent this year but please remember we meet every
Sunday from now until May 20th except for a two week break at
Easter. If you have a friend or classmate that has missed one or
more Sundays, please encourage them to return and let them know
they were missed when absent.
Singing with Choir Director: Sunday school singing with our
choir director, Julie Maurer, resumes in the New Year. We ask 3
Year Old through 5th grade teachers to check their weekly insert in
their attendance folder for their exact time each week.
Lent Begins: The Lenten season begins this year with
Ash Wednesday on February 14th and continues each
Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM through March 21st.
We encourage all Sunday School students to attend
these weekly services in addition to our normal
Sunday School and Worship service schedule. The Education
Ministry team will again be hosting a Simple Supper on Ash
Wednesday which we invite the entire congregation to attend.
Vacation Bible School: We are already thinking about Vacation
Bible School and have a start date of Monday, July 30th through
Friday August 3rd. More details should be available in future
Tidings.
Ray Bergwin and Kari Bruins

TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
Last year we awarded $3,000 in church scholarships. We want
to thank each of you who contributed to the Scholarship Fund.
Without your gifts these Church Scholarship Awards would
not be possible.
In order to continually promote the Scholarship Program we wish
to promote the guidance for awarding Church Scholarships:
1. Applicants are active in the life of the congregation through
worship, receiving the sacraments, continuing education
(Sunday School, Bible Study, Campus Ministry programs),
youth events, and volunteer work.
2. Applicants are accepted or enrolled as a full time student to
attend classes on a campus of a Lutheran seminary,
Lutheran college, or other accredited colleges and
universities.
3. Applicants are seeking a degree at one of the following
levels:





Associate Degree
Bachelor Degree
Master Degree
Ph D

4. Applicants may receive one scholarship from Trinity
Lutheran church for each degree
he/she is pursuing. If an applicant is not successful in
receiving a scholarship in a given year, he/she may apply
the following year.
We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to the
Scholarship Program and ask for your continued support.
Donations to the Scholarship program should be made using the
blue designated fund envelopes or a plain envelope. Please indicate
Scholarship fund on either envelope.

Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
When:
The 3rd Thursday of each month
Next dinner: Thursday, February 15
From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm
Please enter through the parking lot door










Meals sponsored by:
First Congregational UCC
South Milwaukee Human Concerns
Divine Mercy Parish
Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Luke’s UCC
Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
New Day Church
With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

February 1
February 10
February 11
February 11
February 14
February 14
February 18
February 19

SUNDAY SCHOOL BIRTHDAYS
Adelynn Ugowski
Donald Dritz
Alexis Hoefs
Jacob Schultz
Madelyn Genduso
Clare Johnson
Owen Sell
McKinley Miller

TRINITY HAS CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE
Trinity has acquired 10 cemetery plots from past members and
is offering them for sale at a discount. There are 4 lots at
Arlington Park in Greenfield and 6 lots at Forest Hill in Oak
Creek. If interested, or know of someone who might be
interested, please contact the church office.
STEWARDSHIP: SM RECYCLING/YOUTH FUND:
South Milwaukee Recycling, 1200 Minnesota Ave.
(762-1700) will take your aluminum cans and other
metal and send a check to our Youth Fund. All you
need do is tell the worker that you would like your “earnings” to
be donated to the Trinity Lutheran Youth Fund and they will do
the rest.
TENT RENTAL:
Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is available for rental
for $75.00. Be sure to keep this in mind for your next family
gathering! Check with the office to reserve a date.
2018 WORLD HUNGER EFFORT
Trinity’s 2017 program, “Check-ups for Children”
ended the year with about $2,600. This will mean checkups for
260 children! The 2018 focus is being looked at. Thank you for
your support!

SOUTHSHORE REGIONAL INTERFAITH
Volunteers are needed to help older adults so they can
remain independent and continue to live in their homes or
apartments. The following are some ways you can help:
• Drive an older adult to a medical appointment
• Help with grocery shopping or errands
• Take to hair appointments, bank and post office
• Visit someone who is homebound
• Do a minor home repair
• Assist with fund raising events
• Lend a hand with yard work (or snow removal in winter)
Volunteering is on a “flexible” (when you’re available)
basis. There are no set hours or set times (unless you want them).
We work around your schedule. For more information or to sign
up, please call 762-1998, or stop in the office. Information is also
available outside the Interfaith office.
HOSPITALIZED RECENTLY
Bill Tillman
Eunice Draeger
Claudia Garcia
Vern Vad
Betsy Berg
FUNERAL
Other than at Trinity
Gina Lorentzen
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Barb Meyer
John Jones
Betsy Berg

Ron Meyer
Jerome Zylka
Bill Tillman

HOSPITAL STAYS:
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.
ALTAR FLOWERS
February 3/4
February 10/11
February 17/18
February 24/25

Brenda Torkelson, *
Dan Soddy, Barb and Gordy Schultz
Keith and Jean Belter, Iris Krause
*,*

“*” indicates nobody is signed up for flowers.
The Floral Chart is posted by the office. The cost for bouquets are
$20.00. You may take your bouquet home with you after the last service.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
Michael Mueller, Interim Pastor
262-930-2072
Gary Wood, Organist
Karen Crump, Office Manager
Julie Maurer, Music Director
Kari Bruins, Education Coordinator
Bill House, Custodian
Karel Suchy, Saturday Accompanist
EMAIL ADDRESSES
Pastor Michael – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary Wood– organisttlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Kari - edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Be sure to check out Trinity’s website at www.tlcsm.org.

