
 

From Pastor Denise  
It’s a little early, but “He is Risen!” “He is Risen indeed!” Alleluia. 
This month we observe the Passion of Our Lord during Holy 
Week and celebrate the new life we have through Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. I look forward to this observance with 
you in the coming week.  

On April 11, I will be heading on a Paul Pilgrimage to Turkey and 
Greece that goes through April 27. I am excited to visit places 

where Paul started congregations of people who were following this crucified and risen Messiah, 
Jesus Christ, who is also the one we follow. Our group will start and end our trip in Istanbul, Turkey. 
We will then visit Philippi, Thessaloniki, Meteora, Delphi, Athens, Corinth, Patmos, Ephesus, 
Didyma, Aphrodisias, Hierapolis, Laodicea, Sardis, Izmir, Pergamum, Assos, Troas and Troy. You 
can see them on the map below. The pilgrimage is through an organization called LEAD which 
helps church leaders grow in their own discipleship. I’m really excited about this pilgrimage and 
look forward to bringing back new insights into Paul’s 
letters and communities that we read about in our 
church settings. You can follow my pilgrimage on my 
Facebook page. I’m planning to do a Bible Study 
and/or Sermon Series in the coming weeks on my 
pilgrimage and share my experiences with you all. 
April 30 will be my first Sunday back and I’m planning 
to give you my “Top Three Insights” from my Paul 
Pilgrimage. It’s also a hymn sing Sunday. That 
Saturday will be a traditional hymn sing and Sunday 
will be a Soul Purpose Hymn Sing – you will get to pick 
your favorite Soul Purpose songs ahead of time.  

While I am gone, Deacon Janice Navarro, who is a Trinity member, will be on call for pastoral care 
emergencies. Her cell phone number is 414-519-1158. The two Sundays that I am gone are April 
15-16, when Pastor Kelly Taylor-Schaus will be with you again, and April 22-23, when our new Lay 
Worship Team will lead worship. Nicole Ferrell and Aron Miller will have a way to reach me only if 
necessary. Finally, I want to extend a huge thank you to the Trinity Endowment Fund for providing 
half the funding for this pilgrimage.  

So let’s celebrate together the new life we have in our crucified and risen Savior!   

Peace be with you all,  

Pastor Denise 
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From our President 
Hello Trinity Family, 
 
I pray that everyone is doing well as we come out of our snowy February and March with a new 
sense of energy as we head into spring. Winters in Wisconsin can be long, and a limited time 
outside really starts to make one weary. The first day of warm weather where you’re able to open 
the windows of your car as you’re driving is always a time of year that makes me feel rejuvenated.  
 
I truly believe that without the low point of winter (at least for me), I would not enjoy the warmer 
weather as much. In general, I feel this way about life. Without tough times in your life you wouldn’t 
appreciate the good times as much. There are always limits to what we as humans can handle but 
I think it’s healthy to experience some days that aren’t so good.  
 
I like the saying, “A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor”. I think this saying speaks to me 
because of my time in the Navy, but I also think that it is very relatable. We do not learn unless we 
are fully tested. When I was younger I thought that I knew everything and didn’t appreciate older 
people that tried to guide me. As I get older, I now truly appreciate the wisdom of my elders. 
They’ve been through so many more tests of life than I have and I love to learn from them. Unlike 
how I felt when I was younger, I realize how much more I need to learn in life and I thirst for those 
experiences.  
 
The Lenten story of Jesus is relatable to the feeling that I get in winter (although on a much 
different scale). If we did not hear these terrible stories of the atrocities that Jesus had to endure, 
we would not appreciate how glorious it was when He rose from the dead and ascended into 
heaven. Like the hope of coming out of winter into spring, God shows us, through His Son, that no 
matter how difficult times can be, there is always hope in the afterlife.  
 
We are here to gain wisdom and to share that wisdom with those around us. I am aware that I don’t 
know everything, and that’s why I try not to completely disregard those who might have a different 
opinion than me. I believe that I can learn something from all people and all experiences if I just 
remain open to it.  
 
Peace be with you all, 
Aron Miller 
 
Restaurant Meet Up  
Submitted by Cindy Felicki 
 
In March the Restaurant Meet Up group enjoyed 
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at Mulligan’s. Our next 
restaurant meet up will be on Saturday, April 15 at 6:30 
p.m. We will meet at On The Clock located at 4301 S Howell 
Ave, Milwaukee. Parking is located at the back of the 
restaurant. There is a ramp that leads into the back room, 
which is reserved for our group. Please consider bringing 
cash to pay for your meal as they request 2 people per 
check. If anyone needs a ride, please contact Cindy Felicki 
at 414-241-4742 or cfelicki@yahoo.com. 

mailto:cfelicki@yahoo.com


Guest House Breakfast 
Submitted by Eileen Kelley 
 
We are back to serving breakfast for the men at the Guest House Shelter! 
Guest House of Milwaukee provides shelter, housing, education, and services to Milwaukee's 
homeless who seek to transform their lives with dignity and purpose. Please consider volunteering 
your time to prepare food or serve breakfast and help make an impact for the homeless in the 
community. 
 
Date:  Saturday April 22, 2023 
Cooking time at church: 6:00 a.m. 
Serving please arrive to church: 7:00 a.m. 
 
Please sign up via https://tinyurl.com/guesthousebreakfast or on the sign up sheets in the 
Narthex. 
 
 
40-in-40 
It's not too late to donate cleaning supplies! So far we have collected 59 items to benefit Human 
Concerns. The collection bins will be in the Narthex through Easter Sunday (April 9).  
+ Garbage bags (tall kitchen bags AND 32 gallon black bags) 
+ paper towels 
+ disinfectant spray cleaning bottles 
+ toilet bowl cleaner 
 

Spring Book Read 

Our spring book read is the book “Sparrow: A Book of Life and Death 
and Life” by Jan Richardson. Richardson is a United Methodist pastor, 
an artist, writer, and retreat leader. “Sparrow” began as notes written to 
her husband, the singer/songwriter Garrison Doles, while keeping vigil 
for him in the hospital after a disastrous surgery just a few years into 
their marriage. Six months after Garrison’s death, Jan returned to those 
notes and began to write again. She explores the question, “Who am I, 
when the person who saw and knew me best in all the world is gone 
from this world?”  

Join us on May 13 at 9:30 a.m. at Mimosa on 27th Street in Franklin for 
breakfast and discussion of Richardson’s book. Sign up by visiting 
https://tinyurl.com/springbookread 

 
In Our Thoughts and Prayers and recently hospitalized 

June Parsley, Laura (Karen Claffey’s daughter), Lowell Ergen, Lidia Amonson, Sarah Koers (Erik 
Brooks' sister), Toni (Greg Buck’s sister), Ann Zander, Theresa Torkelson, Steve Mueller, Rene 
Navarro, Lori Zingsheim, Debbie Johnson, Paul Sevald, Shorty Zylka, Bruce Peacock, Josh Hiett 
(Shirley Komasa’s son), Barbara (Phyllis Henriksen’s daughter), David Page and Cindy Felicki. 

https://tinyurl.com/guesthousebreakfast


 

Scripture readings for April 2023 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 – Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem – Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Matthew 21:1-17 and Psalm 118 
 
 additional reading: During Holy Week read through Matthew 21-28 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 6, 2023 – Words of Institution 
 Matthew 26:17-30 and Psalm 116 
 
Good Friday, April 7, 2023 
 Matthew 27:27-61 and Psalm 22 
 
Easter Vigil Saturday, April 8, 2023 
 Genesis 1:1-2:4a;  

Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21;  
Isaiah 55:1-13;  
Ezekiel 36:24-28;  
Ezekiel 37:1-14;  
Zephaniah 3:14-20;  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11;  
Daniel 3:1-29;  
Romans 6:3-11 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 
Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023 
 Matthew 28:1-10 and Psalm 111 
 
Sunday, April 16, 2023 – The Great Commission – The Second Sunday of Easter 
 Matthew 28:16-20 and Psalm 40 
 
Sunday, April 23, 2023 – Peter’s Vision – The Third Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 10:1-48 and Matthew 9:35-37 
 
Sunday, April 30, 2023 – Paul’s Mission – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18 and Matthew 10:40-42 
 

Altar Flowers for April 
 

April 2 Shorty & Sue Zylka; ** 
April 9 Mark & Karen Sostarich; Lori Zingsheim 
April 16 Scott & Lois Lukas; ** 
April 23 Cheryl Parkinson; Kathryn Swanson 
April 30        Dave Page; ** 
 

The bouquets are $20 each. Please sign up on Signup Genius tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the 
church office. You can also sign up on the board outside the church office. (**) means nobody has signed up. 
You may pick up your flowers, or call to arrange delivery.  



 



 

 
 

 



Youth and Family News 
Submitted by Ray Bergwin and Alyssa Olson 

Holy Week Festival 

On Palm Sunday, April 2, Trinity friends of all ages are 
invited to join us for our cross+generational Holy Week 
Festival, beginning at 8:45 a.m. This is an opportunity for 
us to connect with each other and with the stories of 
Jesus that lead us from Palm Sunday to Easter.  

We’ll be revisiting our theme from Advent—God is with 
Us—to learn about how God is Still with Us. The good 
news of the gospel is that Jesus experienced the fullness 
of humanity—comfort and pain, celebration and 
heartache, and joy and suffering. The life of Jesus 
demonstrates that God knows what it is to be human and 
to be with us in all our experiences, especially in our 
suffering. 

Join us for coloring (don’t be afraid—this was a hit with the 
adults at Advent!), conversation, and community. For a 
sneak peek, pick up one of the God is Still with Us devotionals in the narthex at any time during 
Lent! These are a fun, simple way to add some faith practices to your days during this holy time. 
Options are available for families and individuals, kids and adults. 

And there’s more! We’re having one of our famous GIANT cinnamon roll sales after worship on 
Palm Sunday, too! $5 delicious, fresh baked cinnamon rolls help support the ministries of Trinity, 
such as sending youth to retreats and supporting service projects. Thank you for your support! 

PJ Movie Night 

Kids and teens are invited to join us in the library during Good Friday worship 
(April 7; watch for more details in the next Tidings). We have a new Easter 
video this year, featuring Squiggles, our favorite Bible-exploring caterpillar, 
as he learns what Easter is really about. 

Sunday School and Confirmation Break 
 
Easter Break for Sunday School and Confirmation will be April 9-10. Enjoy 
celebrating the season with your families and join us for worship as you’re 
able! 

End of Year Celebrations 

It’s hard to believe, but the Sunday school year is coming to a close soon! We have so many 
things planned to celebrate the hard work of our kids and adult volunteers and to share the story 
of Jesus’ great love. 



On May 13 and 14, join us for special worship services prepared and led by the Sunday school 
students and our youth as we celebrate Mother’s Day with song and story about our wonderful 
God, who is not only Father but Mother, too. 

May 21 is Music Sunday! All of Trinity’s musical groups, including the Sunday school, will come 
together to share their musical gifts with the congregation. 

It is also the last day of Sunday school, featuring fun activities for all at a reception to thank our 
adult volunteers (8:45 a.m. in the narthex).  

During worship, we’ll also award scholarship recipients, present our graduating seniors with a 
special gift to continue their faith journeys into young adulthood, and have a special River of Life 
Milestones time for everyone who has had an educational milestone this year (anything from 
starting preschool to finishing a master’s degree!). We hope you can join in the celebrations with 
us. 

Our Affirmation of Baptism celebration is also coming up! We have four amazing eighth graders 
who have spent the last three years in confirmation preparing for this step on their faith journeys. 
Watch the May Tidings for more details and talk to these youth about what they’ve learned the 
next time you see them. 

Have Fun with TLCSM Fans! 

Church is community and community is all about supporting 
each other. That’s why we’re introducing a new way to get to 
know each other, support members on their faith life 
journeys, and have fun: welcome to TLCSM Fans! 

Many of the youth and adults of Trinity are involved in 
awesome activities outside the church walls, from singing in 
concerts to playing in baseball tournaments to leading 
service projects. This is our chance to support each other in 
these endeavors and look for God beyond the church walls. 

Simply check out the activity list at 
https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans, choose something that sounds 
fun, and show up! (Some activities may require purchasing 

tickets, so be sure to check ahead of time.)  

Cheer for Trinity friends, offer notes of encouragement and keep an eye out for stories of God at 
work in unexpected places. 

If you have an event or activity coming up that you would like Trinity members to attend, send 
Alyssa a note with the details at her new email address, youthtlcsm@gmail.com, and your event 
will be added to our list. 

https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans 

 

 

https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans
https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans


Searching for Sand 

Thank you to everyone who shared supplies for our classrooms, including baskets, calendars, and 
Christmas cards! 

As the weather warms here—or when you travel to warmer places—we have a new collection to 
keep in mind. In September, we’ll be building a classroom desert, the home of so many Bible 
stories, and we need your help! 

In the coming months, collect a little bit of sand or small stones from places that are meaningful to 
you or places you visit. Just a handful is enough. Hang on to these and watch the Tidings for more 
details at the end of the summer. 

Cross+Generational VBS Returns 

Speaking of warmer weather, it’s time to start thinking 
about Vacation Bible School! Once again, we’re inviting 
people of all ages to join us on Monday evening for 
cross+generational fun and faith. Last year, we sailed 
down the River of Life…now, we find ourselves at the 
Tree of Healing! 

Tree of Healing is a chance for children, teens, and adults 
to consider what health means and how God invites us to 
share in the building of a just world where all can enjoy 
the gifts of God’s creation. We’ll be exploring many 
different types of health, learning about ELCA World 
Hunger’s work around the world, and building meaningful 
relationships with our congregation and community. 

Save the dates and watch for registration information in future Tidings! June 12, 19, and 26, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. 

If you are interested in helping decorate, providing desserts or side dishes for our simple suppers, 
leading music (with Lisa’s help), or just getting involved in planning in some way, let Alyssa 
know!  youthtlcsm@gmail.com 

Lutherdale Bible Camp 
 
It’s not too late to sign up for camp! Register online at 
lutherdale.org. Lutherdale is our local ELCA-based outdoor 
ministry center, offering life-enriching programming for 
people of all ages. They have camps for kids and teens, and 
even grandparents! It’s also an awesome place for young 
adults to work. 
  
If you have any questions, need financial assistance, or would 
just like to hear more about camp, ask Alyssa. Lutherdale also 
offers weekend programs for families to attend together, and 
has many special events just for adults. Check them out! 

mailto:youthtlcsm@gmail.com


ELCA Youth Gathering 

 

What is the ELCA Youth Gathering? 
Every three years, thousands of high school youth and their adult leaders from across the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation and fellowship 
known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through inspiring speakers, conversations with partners, 
Bible study and being immersed in the host city, young people will be inspired, challenged and 
called to live out their faith in their daily lives. Additionally, young people will have opportunities 
to explore their vocation and discern where they are being called into this world. 
An essential part of the ministry of the Gathering is the two pre-events, the Multicultural Youth 
Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble. MYLE is a faith formation and leadership development 
event primarily for youth of color or whose primary language is not English. The tAble brings 
together, blesses and empowers youth living with a wide range of physical, cognitive and 
emotional disabilities. 
Join us in New Orleans! 
Multicultural Youth Leadership Event and the tAble (July 13-16, 2024) 
ELCA Youth Gathering and Young Adult Gathering (July 16-20, 2024) 
 
In the coming weeks, we’ll begin planning for this life-changing trip. If you or someone you know 
may be interested in attending (as a youth, a young adult, or an adult leader), keep an eye out for 
news or reach out to Alyssa at youthtlcsm@gmail.com. This is truly an amazing event for all who 
attend and this year will be extra special, with a new event for young adults and a generous 
donation providing free registration for over 1000 attendees of MYLE and tAble.  
We thank the congregation in advance for all of your support over the coming year. We can’t 
make this kind of faith experience happen without a lot of prayer, fundraising, and caring 
community. 
 
TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
Submitted by Ray Bergwin 
 

Scholarship applications are now available on our website and in the forms rack outside the door 
to the church offices. Applicants must be active in the church, and they must be seeking a degree. 
Please see the Application Form for more information. To receive consideration, forms must be 
turned into the church office by Sunday, May 7. The decision and notification on Scholarship 
Awards will be made beginning the week of May 8. Scholarships will be awarded at the worship 
service on Sunday, May 21. 
 
We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to the Scholarship Program and ask for 
your continued support.  Donations to the Scholarship program can be made using the green 
designated fund envelopes, a plain envelope, or on our website through Tithe.ly.  Please indicate 
Scholarship Fund on either the envelope or giving app. 

mailto:youthtlcsm@gmail.com


 

 

Highlights from the March 2023 Council Meeting 

 Acting Treasurer, David Hahn, gave the council a financial update. We need to continue 
looking for a treasurer.  

 The new website is being launched on March 8. Thank you to Nicole Ferrell, Patty Rosek-
Johnson, Erik Brooks, Sandy Mueller, and Pastor Denise for all their work on the new 
website.  

 The Beautification Team has rehung a number of art pieces in fellowship hall and the 
library.  

 We are still waiting to hear from the installers about our TV screen for the sanctuary.  
 A lay worship team has been created to lead worship on the Sundays that Pastor Denise is 

gone this year. Plans are in place for the Sundays in 2023 when Pastor is gone.  
 The council reviewed the agenda for the March 19 Sneak Peek meeting with ministry 

teams.  
 The council will review a number of possible youth safety policies for Trinity to adopt. The 

council will discuss at the next meeting.  
 The council discussed a process for outside groups interested in renting use of Trinity’s 

building.  
 

 

Financial Update for February 
Submitted by David Hahn 
 
February financials were somewhat disappointing after a solid start in January.  

1. Net income for the month was -$5,736, and Year-to-date is now also negative at -$2,461.   
2. Gifting for the month was down almost $10,000 from last month  
3. YTD expenses are up $8,500.  Most of this is due to higher utility costs (we are not on the 

budget plan so these costs are lower during the summer months) and one time personnel 
expense. 

As always, we do want to thank Trinity for your gifting. Based on our Ministry Plan this year, we 
hope to be able to break even by year-end.  A lot of our expenses are recurring each month, which 
makes it essential that gifting remains as consistent as possible throughout the year.    
Project Uplift: The balance in the account is $39,602. Income was $398.   
Stories to Share: One of the cost-saving measures we were able to find for this year’s Ministry 
Plan was a lay worship team to lead worship on Sundays when Pastor is gone. This saves us the 
cost of hiring a substitute Pastor. There is a team of 10 people who will be helping to lead worship 
when Pastor is away. You saw a bit of that in January at the hymn sing, and this past Sunday there 
was a skit with some of the same people. We have already planned out all the Sundays for the 
year that Pastor will be gone and the team has divided up the dates. We will be doing a variety of 
things during the year including Godly Play, another hymn sing, and another skit.  Thank you Trinity 
10 Players! 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
STAFF 

 

Rev Denise M.H. Mbise 
Pastor 
262-930-8267 
pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Nicole Ferrell 
Communications & Office Manager 
officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lisa Maxfield 
Music Director 
choirtlcsm@sbcglobal.net  

Gary Wood 
Organist 
cadphael@mac.com 

 

Karel Suchy 
Saturday Keyboardist 
karel@studio1259.biz 

 

Alyssa Olson 
Youth, Family & Education Director 
youthtlcsm@gmail.com 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

 

Aron Miller* 
Council President 
aronmiller1@yahoo.com  

Tammy Woodbury* 
Council Vice President 
woodbury3131@gmail.com 

 

Lois Lukas* 
Council Secretary 
loisj3349@gmail.com   

Council Treasurer 
Currently vacant 
 

 

     MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS & COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Eileen Kelley* 
Caring/Outreach Ministry Team 
kelleyblackmon2@gmail.com   

Joanna Miller 
Cross Generational Ministry Team 
joaronmiller@yahoo.com 

 

Mike Radtke* 
Finance Ministry Team 
radtke22@hotmail.com  

Steve Mueller 
Property Ministry Team 
swm755@gmail.com 

 

Patty Rosek-Johnson 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com  

Shelby Brooks* 
Council Representative 
dklute@wi.rr.com 

* denotes Council member 

CHURCH TEAMS AND COMMITTEES 

 

Sandy Mueller 
Mutual Ministry Team 
drsandymueller@gmail.com  

Sarah Brooks 
Communications Team 
scbrooks5@gmail.com 

 

David Hahn 
Thrivent Member Group 
jdhahn@earthlink.net 

 

Gary Zander 
Endowment Committee 
gztlcsm@gmail.com  
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April 2023 TIDINGS 
For more information about our congregation, please visit our 
website at www.tlcsm.org. 
 

       
 
In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
In person and live stream worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 a.m. 
          High School at 10:30 a.m. 
Church office Hours: Monday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 
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