Trinity Tidings
February, 2019

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2507 5TH AVE
SOUTH MILWAUKEE, WI 53172
Denise M. H. Mbise, Pastor, 262-930-2072
Church Phone 414-762-6626
Summer
Worship
Schedule:
Web Site
WWW.TLCSM.ORG
Summer
Schedule:
Check out
the calendar of events
on the web site.
Saturday
Sunday
Education Hour

5:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Sunday 9:15 AM

EVENTS FROM TRINITY

FEBRUARY EVENTS AT TRINITY
February 2/3
February 2
February 3

February 4
February 5

February 6

February 7

February 9
February 10

February 11
February 12
February 13

Human Concerns Weekend
Souper Bowl of Caring Weekend
9:00 AM Council Retreat
9:15 AM Churchwide Event –
A Day in Tanzania and
Mt. Meru Tumaini Health Clinic
5:00 PM Triniteens – MS
6:30 PM Confirmation Class
9:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Caring Ministry Team
7:15 PM Worship/Music Ministry Team
6:00 PM Property Ministry Team
6:30 PM Carillon Ringers
7:45 PM Senior Choir
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
5:00 PM Bible Study Meal
5:30 PM Mid-week Bible Study
7:00 PM Executive Committee
1:00 PM Saturday Stitchers
10:30 AM Danko-Meyer Baptism
11:30 AM Chili Cook-Off
5:00 PM Triniteens – High School
6:30 PM Confirmation Fellowship
6:30 PM Confirmation Parents Meeting
1:00 PM Sarah Circle at Joanne’s
7:00 PM Finance Ministry Team
6:30 PM Carillon Ringers
7:45 PM Senior Choir

February 14

February 15
February 16
February 17
February 18
February 19
February 20

February 21

February 23
February 24
February 25
February 27
February 28

10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
5:00 PM Bible Study Meal
5:30 PM Mid-week Bible Study
7:00 PM Council Meeting
Newsletter Articles are Due
9:00
Together in Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church
5:00 PM Triniteens Middle School
6:30 PM Catechism Class
9:00 AM Quilting
6:15 PM Mutual Ministry Team
6:30 PM Carillon Ringers
7:00 PM Thrivent Member Group
7:45 PM Senior Choir
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
5:00 PM Bible Study Meal
5:30 PM Mid-week Bible Study
Guesthouse Breakfast
5:00 PM Triniteens – High School
6:30 PM Confirmation Leader Huddle
6:30 PM Carillon Ringers
7:45 PM Senior Choir
10:30 AM Adult Bible Study
5:00 PM Bible Study Meal
5:30 PM Mid-week Bible Study
Saturday
5:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Education Hour Sunday 9:15 AM

Pastor’s Page
I want to take this opportunity this
month to let you know about some exciting
things we are going to be doing here at Trinity
in the coming months.
First off, the church council will be meeting in retreat
on Feb. 2 at Carthage College to explore and work on
discerning what God is calling us to do at Trinity and in our
wider community of South Milwaukee. We will be exploring
our “why” – Why has God placed us here? This will be the
first of a few council retreats in the next couple years to help
us discern God’s call for us and focus our ministry on that call.
Second, the Outreach team is reorganizing – previously
this team focused on PR and marketing – which is really
advertising and not outreach. Outreach is what Jesus did as he
travelled from town to town, eating with people, meeting them
in the marketplace, teaching at the synagogue sharing the
news that God’s Kingdom is near. We want to build
relationships in our community as well. One ministry I’d like
to get started is MOE or Ministry of Encouragement. This is
a onetime event where we go to an organization in the
community that is making a difference and we encourage
them in their work. We bring treats for them, bring a
certificate of thanks and encouragement for the work they do.
MOE’s help us get to know groups in our community and help
them get to know us. Then maybe down the road we can
collaborate together to make a difference in the community.
Third, the Cross-Gen Team is refocusing. When I came
to Trinity the Cross-Gen team wasn’t real clear on their
identity or purpose. With some learning from Carolyn Karl,
who is the cross-gen staff person at Bayshore Lutheran and

Kingo Lutheran and is the Greater Milwaukee Synod’s crossgen guru we have refocused ourselves to look at all the
ministry Trinity does and see how we can enhance it in a
cross-generational way. We will look for opportunities to
gather cross-generationally so that we can learn from one
another and support one another in our journey of faith.
Fourth, “We Are Church Together” – this was the
theme of a video the Greater Milwaukee Synod recently
created during the holidays. We will work off this them for
our Lenten series. So along with Holden Evening Prayer we
will hear from different ministries within our synod and look
for ways to participate in these ministries. After Ash
Wednesday we will kick-off the series with Bishop Paul
Erickson here to preach. So far we also have Outreach for
Hope, Breaking the Chains Prison Congregation and Lutheran
Campus Ministry scheduled to come and share their ministries
with us.
These are just some of the things we – myself and
Trinity’s leadership – have been working on to strengthen our
sense of mission and accomplish some of the goals outlined in
the MSP and in my letter of call. Please consider becoming
involved in these or any of the other active teams and
ministries happening here at Trinity. We are truly blessed with
a strong sense of who we are as God’s people and together we
will seek to follow God’s lead in all we do.
Blessings, Pastor Denise

Bible Study Opportunities
Sunday Morning Bible Study:
In
February the Sunday morning adult Bible
Study group will continue doing some
“Bible Basics” – What’s in the Bible? How was it written and
compiled? Who wrote it? Why did they write it? And many more
questions. Join us!!
Mid Week Bible Study - Join us for a 4 week Bible Study
“Being the Body of Christ” – studies in 1 Corinthians during the
month of February on Thursday evenings. We will start with a
simple meal at 5:00. Bible Study will be from 6:30 – 6:45.
The cost of the book is $6.00. This will be led by Pastor
Denise and take place in fellowship hall.
Please let Pastor Denise know if you are coming so she
can order books.
Coming for Lent – “We Are Church Together” series with
Simple Suppers and Holden Evening Prayer. Each week we will
feature a ministry of the Greater Milwaukee Synod–
opportunities for us to partner in ministry. Bishop Paul Erickson
will be here March 13 to kick-off the series.
Lenten Series
"We Are Church Together" with Holden Evening Prayer
March 6
March 13
March20
March 27
April 3
April 10

Ash Wednesday
"We Are Church Together" with Bishop Erickson
Breaking the Chains Prison Congregation
with Rev. Mark Thompson
Outreach for Hope
with Tim Larson and/or Maripat Monahan
Antiracism series
with Jerry Key
Lutheran Campus Ministries
with Rev. Rachel Young Binter from UWM

I can’t believe it’s February
again. Last year, Ash Wednesday
was the earliest I can remember
and happened to fall on February
14th (this year it’s on March 6th). As many of you may know,
Valentine’s Day is special to me as I married my high school
sweetheart 37 years ago. I’ll never forget that 2018 Ash
Wednesday service which was beautiful and meaningful, and
I remember not feeling very well when leaving. It was also
just days past the one-year anniversary of my earthly father’s
death of heart failure and my father-in-law’s death on
February 15th. Ironically that night, I found myself lying in
the ICU waking up from the cardiac alarm monitor that was
concerning the team on the floor. I discovered that I suffered
a heart attack after leaving church.
The reality is ironic that I had a heart attack on
Valentine’s Day, the one day that is symbolized by a heart. I
discovered that I got away with a new lease on life.
Our hearts are the center of our bodies, but our soul is
the center of our lives. As Christians, we know that even after
our hearts have died, our soul will live on to eternity. This is
the wonderful message we have as Christians. A wonderful
message of hope and everlasting life. I know that death has
touched the lives of many of us recently. I know it is with great
agony that we have said good bye. As Christians we know that
death isn’t our end, it’s our new beginning. We are comforted
with the reality of eternal life.
In closing, let’s remind each other the words St. Paul
recorded. Words of comfort. Words of hope.
1 Thessalonians chapter 4 verses 13-18.
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and

rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words”
God’s blessings to all.
Dan
Congregational Life Ministry Team
Annual Chili Cook off: Sunday Feb. 10th will be the Annual
Chili Cook Off / Trivia contest, downstairs, after second service.
There are entry forms in the narthex to enter your chili. Please
have a name for your chili, let us know if there is any ingredients
in you chili that might cause allergy problems, such as nut oils,
or gluten products. We will award 1st, 2nd, & third place, by the
most votes from the people tasting the chili. CLMT will award
Honorable Mention for creativity, uniqueness, & presentation.
Please also sign up on sheet hanging in the Narthex, if you are
attending so we can have a head count. For those who are not
entering chili, you can still win prizes in the trivia games. Trivia
questions will be for all ages.

FEBRUARY READINGS
February 3
February 17
Epiphany 6
Epiphany 4
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 1
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 6:17-26
Luke 4:21-30
February 10
Epiphany 5
Isaiah 6:1-13
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

February 24
Epiphany 7
Genisis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11,39-4
1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50
Luke 6:27-38

Lenten Simple Suppers
Each Wednesday evening will begin with a Simple
Supper serving from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm. Several groups
have volunteered to be responsible for one of the Simple
Suppers. Thank you. Here's the schedule so far (cuisine to be
determined):
March 6 Ash Wednesday, Youth Ministry Team
March 13 - Education Ministry Team
March 20 - OPEN
March 27 - OPEN
April 3 OPEN
April 10 Congregational Life Ministry Team - Chili
Come and enjoy food and fellowship each Wednesday
evening at 5:30 before 7:00 worship service.

The Volunteer Corner
Every now and then a
chore comes up around church
that needs to be done. This is
where the “volunteer corner” of
the newsletter comes in. Every
month (or as needed) a chore, or more, will be listed in the
hope someone will volunteer to take care of it. Most items will
involve just one chore… some large, some small, sometimes
on a one-time basis, sometimes on-going. If you volunteer to
do it, give a call, email, note to the office saying you’ll do it.
Be honest; don’t say you’ll do it unless you can really do it.
This month’s chores:
- A grocery cart used for a project, borrowed (with
permission) from Woodman’s. But it needs to be
returned. Located in the back hallway of the Sunday
School wing. Return it to Woodman’s, please.
- The pot next to the front entrance of the church has
multiple and pretty tolerant plants. It needs watering at
most weekly, or even every-other weekend when you
are in church anyhow for services. There is a sink in
the janitor’s room next to the men’s bathroom and
usually a bucket there. This is a small chore, but an ongoing need.
- The confirmation robes have been hanging around
rather randomly since October. Someone is needed to
gather them together, neatly fold and store them in
plastic bins until next year. Contact the office for
information on where to find and where to store.
Thanks for your consideration of these opportunities to
volunteer… we’ll see how this goes.

Monthly Stewardship Updates
What is stewardship? According to Merriam Webster online
dictionary it is the careful and responsible management of
something entrusted to one's care. Stewardship isn’t just
something to think about once a year, but the entire year. It’s not
just about money or how you will volunteer at church. We will
be publishing a series of articles in the Tidings on this topic
along with bulletin snippets. Last month it was about the
stewardship of time. These articles are from a resource The
Stewardship of Life and more information can be found at
www.stewardshipoflife.org. We hope you will enjoy these and
learn something for your own life and taking care of what is
entrusted to you. – Lois Lukas, Stewardship Ministry Team
Stewardship of loving relationships by Rev. Robert Blezard
Jesus said, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” – Mark 12:31b
Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
--Matthew 5:43b

Red hearts, roses and chocolates are everywhere, so it
must be February – the month of love! There’s certainly nothing
wrong with celebrating romance between you and a special
someone, or love among family members, or best friends who
are always there for one another.
But our inner-circle folks represent only a sliver of the
people Jesus calls us to love. And let’s face it: they’re the easy
ones to love. Jesus calls us to a higher plane of love; to love
everyone. This means not just the people about whom we are
ambivalent, but our actual enemies and those who persecute us.
Such love is a tall order, especially today, when hatred and
demonization is rampant. Our political, media and social
cultures encourage us to demean everybody with whom we
disagree or who is different from us. Though it may be
impossible to reach Jesus’ ideal, as stewards and disciples of
Jesus, we can do better.

 Turn from hate. It may be too much to love our enemies, but
we can start by turning from hatred. When negative feelings
arise, refuse to marinate in them. Pray for guidance and
strength.
 Remember that loving your enemy doesn’t mean approving
of who they are, what they do, or letting them escape
responsibility for their actions. It also does not mean you
cannot protect yourself or others from harm.
 Imagine them as a broken, imperfect child of God (just like
you!), who needs God’s love and mercy.
 Pray for them. Ask God to lead them, guide them, fill their
lives with healing. Ask God to give them the kind of loving
heart that you are hoping to develop in yourself.
If you do these things consistently, with God’s help you will
have transformed your heart, your life and our world.
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor
Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. and
serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod
(ELCA).

CARING TEAM
We will be serving breakfast to the men living at the
Guest House homeless shelter on Saturday, February 23rd. We
are in need of cooks and servers. Please look for a signup sheet
by the Caring Ministry area or use Sign-Up Genius.
Thank you.
The Caring Ministry Team

Ripples of kindness
“I drop kindness pebbles in still
water every day, and I watch the effect they
have on other people’s lives. My favorite
kindness pebbles are compliments. Drop a
compliment and watch the ripple effect that
it has in your life.”
Remarkably, these cheery words come from a father who
has faced many dark, difficult days. In 6 Minutes Wrestling With
Life, John Passaro tells of his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle
with meningitis. The struggles didn’t make him bitter; rather, he
frequently offers uplifting words on social media.
What if we followed Passaro’s example and
complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV) instructs
us to think about things that are noble, lovely, admirable,
excellent and praiseworthy. By extension, turning those positive
thoughts into words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s
light in ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless,
through ours.

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
CELEBRATE! Not only was December a time to celebrate the birth of
our Savior, it is now a time to celebrate a fantastic gifting month, $53,426,
(best ever that anyone can remember) and therefore a very good/positive
year end. Each month we have given you financial news that wasn’t so
good; now in one great month we have a complete turnaround. Trinity,
you have responded once again. Net income is $25,166; YTD/EOY is
POSITIVE $9,886.
There are many reasons why this happened and it is all about you,
the congregants. We celebrate you.
 One large gift of $10,000. Thank You!
 A number of once a year gifting
 Many who completed their pledges
 Many who gave special gifting in recognition of our financial
shortfall
We thank you all and celebrate you

Small Building Improvement Fund
o The fund was depleted in December with additional
purchases of office remodeling. We used the surplus at year
end to replenish this important fund.
December 2018 Financial Summary Report
December, 2018
2018 Year To Date
Actual
Budget Difference
Income
53,426.26
317,833.93 306,108
11,726
Expenses
-28,259.63
-307,946.95 -310,928
-2,981
Total
25,166.63
9,886.98
-4,820
14,707

December Project Uplift Reserve Fund
52,209.97
Month’s beginning balance
1,507.00
Month’s contributions
1,325.35
Month's Expenses
52,391.62
Ending balance
As always, thanks to all of you for your generous
gifting to all our ministries!

SATURDAY STITCHER’S
Hey, Stitcher's (knitters, people who
crochet, do counted cross stitch, embroidery or
any hand work) we are meeting on Saturday
February 9th 1-3 p.m. We typically meet on the
second Saturday of each month. If you would
like to learn to knit or crochet, we have ladies
who could help you with that. Come join us on Saturday
February 9th at 1:00. All are welcome! If you have any
questions
you
can
contact
Karen
Claffey
(kaclaffey@sbcglobal.net) or Doris Mueller (dmuell@aol.com).

+Christian Symbol+
Chi Rho
“Chi” and “rho” are the first two letters in the Greek spelling for
Christ (XPICTOC, pronounced “Christos”). The blending of
these two letters into one symbol formed a “sacred monogram.”
Early Christians created many such symbols as codes to indicate
their discipleship while avoiding detection by Roman
persecutors. Many variations of the Chi Rho symbol exist,
incorporating a cross, a shepherd’s crook, the Greek letters alpha
and omega, an anchor and other images.'

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree The Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree
collection effort concluded at the end of December with our
final delivery of a large box of winter warmth delivered to
Human Concerns.
Your generous support was most
appreciated.
Christmas Offerings The offerings received from the Sunday
School Christmas Program and the Sunday School Advent
Boxes were donated to Human Concerns and God’s Global
Barnyard. We thank you again for reaching out to others in
need.
Sunday School Resumes Sunday School resumed January
6th after a two week break at Christmas. Our attendance has
been somewhat consistent this year, but please remember we
meet every Sunday from now until May 19th except for a two
week break at Easter. If you have a friend or classmate that
has missed one or more Sundays, please encourage them to
return and let them know they were missed when absent.
Event Day #2 On February 3rd, the Sunday School will be
hosting our second Event Day in the Fellowship Hall during
the Sunday school hour at 9:15 AM. The program will be
called “A Day in Tanzania” which will be led by the Mbise
family. This event will be open to the whole Church so we
encourage everyone to attend.
Singing with Choir Director Sunday school singing with our
choir director, Julie Maurer, resumes in the New Year. We
ask 3 Year Old through 5th grade teachers to check their
weekly insert in their attendance folder for their exact time
each week.

Lent Begins The Lenten season begins this year with Ash
Wednesday on March 6th and continues each Wednesday
evening at 7:00 PM through March 20th. We encourage all
Sunday School students to attend these weekly services in
addition to our normal Sunday School and Worship service
schedule. The Education Ministry team will again be hosting
a Simple Supper on March 13 which we invite the entire
congregation to attend.
Vacation Bible School We are already thinking about
Vacation Bible School and have a start date of Monday, July
29th through Friday August 2nd. More details should be
available in future Tidings.
Ray Bergwin and Kari Bruins
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIRTHDAYS
February 1
Adelynn Ugowski
February 10
Donald Fritz
February 11
Alexis Hoefs
February 11
Jakob Schultz
February 14
Madelyn Genduso
February 14
Clare Johnson
February 14
Smyth Rehl
February 18
Owen Sell
February 19
McKinley Miller
TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
Last year we awarded $2,500 in church scholarships. We
want to thank each of you who contributed to the
Scholarship Fund. Without your gifts these Church
Scholarship Awards would not be possible.

In order to continually promote the Scholarship Program we
wish to promote the guidance for awarding Church
Scholarships:
1. Applicants are active in the life of the congregation
through worship, receiving the sacraments, continuing
education (Sunday School, Bible Study, Campus
Ministry programs), youth events, and volunteer
work.
2. Applicants are accepted or enrolled as a full time
student to attend classes on a campus of a Lutheran
seminary, Lutheran college, or other accredited
colleges and universities.
3. Applicants are seeking a degree at one of the
following levels:





Associate Degree
Bachelor Degree
Master Degree
Ph D

4. Applicants may receive one scholarship from Trinity
Lutheran church for each degree
he/she is pursuing. If an applicant is not successful in
receiving a scholarship in a given year, he/she may
apply the following year.
We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to
the Scholarship Program and ask for your continued support.
Donations to the Scholarship program should be made using
the blue designated fund envelopes or a plain envelope.
Please indicate Scholarship fund on either envelope.

SIGN UP GENIUS
Trinity has moved to using Sign-Up Genius and
sign-up sheets in the narthex for worship
volunteers. We will no longer have a schedule
put together for each month. You can sign up via
Sign-up Genius or on the paper sheets at church.
Sign up early to get the days/services you would like to serve.
Use the following links for:
Saturday 5 p.m. – https://tinyurl.com/saturday2018
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – https://tinyurl.com/sunday8002018
Sunday 10:30 a.m. – https://tinyurl.com/sunday10302018
The links can be found on TLCSM.ORG. Click on “My Trinity
Life” then “Monthly Updates”
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
It only happens once a year!
This year, the highlight of the NFL’s season, the Super
Bowl, is on Sunday, February 3. Trinity’s Souper Bowl of
Caring will also be on February 3.
Where the NFL’s game is about competition, a title and
profits, TLC’s event is about feeding the hungry in our
communities. All proceeds will go to Human Concerns, our local
food pantry that helps about 900 people a month.
Once a year, we charge ‘admission’ to our worship
services. This year’s admission fee is 2 cans of soup per person,
or $2 per person. Sorry, but we don’t make change. If all you’ve
got is a $10... just saying!

Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
When:
The 3rd Thursday of each month
Next dinner: Thursday, February 21
From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm
Please enter through the parking lot door










Meals sponsored by:
First Congregational UCC
South Milwaukee Human Concerns
Divine Mercy Parish
Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Luke’s UCC
Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
New Day Church
With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

TENT RENTAL:
Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is
available for rental for $75.00. Be sure to keep this
in mind for your next family gathering! Check with
the office to reserve a date.
SOUTHSHORE REGIONAL INTERFAITH
Volunteers are needed to help older adults so they can
remain independent and continue to live in their homes or
apartments. The following are some ways you can help:
• Drive an older adult to a medical appointment
• Help with grocery shopping or errands
• Take to hair appointments, bank and post office
• Visit someone who is homebound
• Do a minor home repair
• Assist with fund raising events
• Lend a hand with yard work
Volunteering is on a “flexible” (when you’re available)
basis. There are no set hours or set times (unless you want them).
We work around your schedule. For more information or to sign
up, please call 762-1998, or stop in the office. Information is also
available outside the Interfaith office.
TRINITY HAS CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE
Trinity has acquired 10 cemetery plots from past members and
is offering them for sale at a discount. There are 4 lots at
Arlington Park in Greenfield and 6 lots at Forest Hill in Oak
Creek. If interested, or know of someone who might be
interested, please contact the church office.
Coffee and Snacks
Let’s bring back coffee and snacks! If you would like to
make coffee and/or bring cookies or other treats, please sign up
on the counter in the narthex. Coffee makers will be scheduled
on a rotating basis as we have done in the past.

RECENTLY
HOSPITALIZED
Bernie Klute
Shirly Smith
Barb Meyer

FUNERALS
Roger Malcolm
Elaine Wegner

NEW MEMBERS
Renè & Janice Navarro
Joel Powell
Brad and Michelle Bahler, Evie, Teddy and Millie
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Barb Meyer
Ron Meyer
Nancy Bublitz
John Jones
HOSPITAL STAYS:
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.

February 2/3
February 9/10
February 16/17
February 23/24

ALTAR FLOWERS
Brenda Torkelson, The Keller Family
Tom & Gayle Barbian, Dan & Laurie Soddy
Keith & Jean Belter, Barb & Gordy Schultz
Iris Krause, *

“*” indicates nobody is signed up for flowers.
The Floral Chart is posted by the office for 2019. The cost for bouquets
are $20.00. You may take your bouquet home with you after the last
service.

2019 ELCA Water Jug Effort
In 2019, we are doing something different.
Our 2019 ELCA Effort will help to support
“Breaking the Chains Congregation.
A Prison Ministry developed by the
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
The Greater Milwaukee Synod (GMS) of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) has worked closely with Prison
Congregations of America to develop a Lutheran congregation
inside the Wisconsin Department of Corrections (DOC) facility,
Felmers Chaney Correctional Center (FCCC). This ministry is
known as Breaking the Chains Congregation.

How Breaking the Chains got started
Rev. Joe Ellwanger received permission from the DOC around
2012 to transport inmates weekly from FCCC to Sunday worship
services at Hephatha Lutheran Church. Over time, it was discerned
that no weekly worship service took place inside the facility. Three
GMS congregations located near the Felmers Chaney Correctional
Center (Hephatha, Cross and Reformation) recognized this need for
the inmates as well as the needs of their families and of the
community to which they will be returning. Representatives from
these three Outreach for Hope congregations joined with
community members, as well as representatives from Galilee in
Pewaukee and Our Saviors in West Bend to form a Steering
Committee for this project. The faith community as well as the
neighborhood will inform this mission by worshiping with, praying
with, having Bible study with and walking with inmates through
re-entry.
Reverend Mark Thompson has been installed as the pastor at
FCCC. Weekly Bible Study is led by different members of the
Steering Committee and began in 2015. Weekly worship began in
December, 2016 (6:30 each Saturday evening). Pastor Mark is
available during the week for one-on-one consult with inmates.
Rev. Thompson also works to cultivate relationships with GMS

churches and community organizations. This prison congregation
provides a place of worship and contemplation to give inmates, all
of whom have spent time in several facilities in the DOC system,
an opportunity to gain a spiritual foundation for the rest of their
lives and for the very difficult challenge of reentry.

Touching the Lives Inside
Since the Felmers Chaney Breaking the Chains congregation
opened its doors (November, 2016), inmates have discovered this
faith community, and worship alongside volunteers from
supporting congregations. On Christmas Eve, 2016, while the
worship service inside concluded with the singing of Silent Night,
members of the community gathered outside the facility and lit
candles that the men could see through the windows, as no candles
are allowed inside. One inmate attending the service was moved to
tears. By January, 2017, one of the regular Saturday night worship
attendees met with Pastor Thompson over two weeks to prepare to
preach the message himself. In doing so, he encouraged six other
inmates to attend the service, some for the first time. Afterward, the
men attending this service shared with each other about what was
meaningful about the message given by their fellow inmate.
People from ‘the outside’ can join the worship service inside by
completing an application to the correctional system and attending
a 3 hour DOC Volunteer Training. Once inside, Saturday evening
worship will provide the opportunity for relationships to be built
among inmates and caring ‘outsiders.’ It is believed that these
relationships can form a foundation for the inmates to rely upon for
support once they are released.
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Kari – edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
LEADERSHIP
President – Dan Soddy – dlsoddy@att.net
Vice President–Patty Rosek-Johnson
–patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
Secretary – Kari House – bkhouse001@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Josh Hiett – Hiett.josh@gmail.com
Caring Team – Nancy Barbian – nancybarbian4@gmail.com
Congregational Life – Denise Herr – daherr57@gmail.com
Christian Education – Ray Bergwin – rbergwin@att.net
Cross Generation – Vacant
Outreach team – Vacant
Property Team – Steve Mueller – swm755@gmail.com
Stewardship – Lois Lukas – slukas7@wi.rr.com
Worship/Music – Dan Soddy – dlsoddy@att.net
Youth Team – Matt Fritz – tlcsmyouth@gmail.com
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