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PAST EVENTS FROM TRINITY
Trinity’s first Advent Festival

Pastors Report
As I think back over the last year, I
am encouraged by what God has been doing
among us.
We have begun to build some good
relationships with the South Milwaukee Community through
our Reading Buddy program with Lakeview and our Ministry
of Encouragement (MOE) events. We will build on this in
2020.
We have begun to take an intentional look at who God
has made us to be and what God is calling us to do. In 2020
we will complete our process for identifying our Core Values
and creating a mission statement that is clear about who we
are and what God is calling us to do for his mission in the
world.
We have explored a lot of opportunities for partnership
– All People’s Church, Eras, Breaking the Chains
Congregation, Mt. Meru Tumaini Health Clinic and other
ELCA synod and church wide ministries. In 2020 we will try
to hone in on the partnerships that are most transformative for
each of us.
We have tried some new things with education, Sunday
School and worship. Some things have worked well and
others not so much. We will continue to explore ways to keep
ourselves steeped in scripture, prayer and worship. Watch for
new opportunities in 2020.
We have worked toward supporting our staff and
developing leadership. With the help of Tammy Woodbury
and John Stepanek we developed and approved an employee
handbook. The staff is staying connected through monthly
check-ins and quarterly staff meetings. We hired Matt Fritz as

our Youth Director and the Endowment Fund will support his
continuing education. We had leaders attend the Synod
Together in Mission event and the Change or Die Conference.
Trinity has supported me in my own leadership development
through the Leading Well program. In 2020 the staff will
develop goals that fit with our mission statement and core
values.
We have worked on clarifying and updating our
continuing resolutions. The ministry teams are now more clear
about their ministry. In 2020 we will continue this process by
updating our Constitution and by-laws. You will vote on an
updated constitution at the 2021 annual meeting. This work
sounds tedious and maybe even boring, but as I have begun to
serve on the Synod Council and from experience in past
congregations, I have learned how crucial it can be to have
updated and clear constitutions and by-laws. It can make some
difficult situations much easier to navigate.
Trinity has also been committed to supporting the
ministry of God in this place – financially, in time and in gifts.
As we discover our spiritual gifts through the Spiritual Gift
Assessment we will hopefully be able to encourage everyone
in the gifts God has given. And those gifts will make all these
areas of ministry I have talked about happen. For that I thank
you. Trinity has been a wonderful place to serve in the past
year and I look forward to a new year doing the work God has
called us to do together.
“For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you – or rather so that we may be
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.”
Romans 1:11-12

Blessings, Pastor Denise

Presidents Message
Dear Trinity Family,
I enjoyed serving as your church as council president, and
sadly my two year term is up and I’ll be passing the gavel at our
annual meeting in February. It’s been a wonderful time of
change, opportunity, and transition. We all knew we needed to
grow, play, laugh, dream, and do it without regrets. We did it
with tears of joy and tears of sorrow. We found a pastor to help
us discover new successes in our lives, to lead and shepherd us.
Although no one really knows what the future holds, except the
Lord, with prayer and dedication, I think that this body of
believers, our church, can grow successfully together.
As I may have said earlier, success and changes in life are a
series of interesting circles. We understand that our first success
in life is being born; at age one, success is having a tooth; age
two, being out of diapers; and at age seven, it’s having friends.
We joke that as we age success is measured nearly the same; age
70 is still having friends, age 80 is still being out of diapers, and
age 90 is still having teeth. Okay, maybe that’s not so funny for
some of us, but we have learned a lot from each other. We have
learned rules about aging that we need to remember. I would like
to share my four secrets again with you for staying young, being
happy, and achieving success.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Don’t stop playing because you are old. We grow old
because we stop playing.
Laugh and find humor every day.
Have a dream. When you lose your dreams, you die.
Live life to have no regrets. More people have more
regrets for things they didn’t do than for some bad
things they did. I have found that people with regrets
are the ones who fear death the most. Choose to live
your life without regrets by not doing the wrong
things, and be brave enough to do the things you need.

As you read the annual report, you will see how this church
responds to faith journeys through your giving. You will

discover the dedication of our church staff, our teams that carry
out our mission, the support of our youth, the blessed baptisms
we shared, first communion, confirmation, weddings, and sadly
funerals. In addition to reading the report, I would like each one
of you to ponder this. How much are you involved with one
another? How do you know one another and do people really
know you? Getting involved with the church is an investment in
time that is not wasted. For some of us, 2019 was a reminder that
our time on earth is ending. Don’t choose to go through life as
the Lone Ranger but rather go through it with fellowship and
relationship with one another.
When Jesus was asked what the most important
commandment was, he summed it all up into a two-point answer.
He said to love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul
and mind and strength, but secondly and as important, to love
others as much as you love yourself. Following these, you avoid
breaking all the other commandments combined. All through the
scriptures, we are commanded to involve ourselves with one
another through 40 to 50 different phrases. We are commanded
to love one another, encourage one another, lay hands on one
another, share your heart with one another, rebuke one another,
teach one another, laugh with one another, and weep with one
another.
We know there has been a time of weeping for some of you.
With great pain and agony, we have observed your struggles.
God has looked down and shared your pain at the passing of
those we have called wife or husband, mother or father, son or
daughter, or sister and brother in Christ. So weep when you need
to weep, laugh when you need to laugh, but above all, love one
another, involve yourself with one another, and enjoy one
another. If you take this advice, 2020 will surely be a blessed
year.
God bless you all,
Dan Soddy

Trinity Wish List
Items desired for enhancing TLC ministries
● Collect items for the Hat Sock and Mitten Tree.
● Donations of personal hygiene items for Human
Concerns. Please place items in rolling basket by the
bulletin boards in the Narthex.
● Donations of feminine hygiene products for women’s
outreach at All People’s Church.
● People willing to shovel the church entry and sidewalk.
Please contact the church office or join the Flocknote
group “Snow removal.”
● Donations to the Scholarship fund. Please use specialgifting (blue) envelopes and label them Scholarship
Fund.
Souper Bowl Sunday
It only happens once a year! This year, the highlight of
the NFL’s season, the Super Bowl, is on Sunday, February 2.
Trinity’s Souper Bowl of Caring will also be on February 2.
Where the NFL’s game is about competition, a title and profits,
TLC’s event is about feeding the hungry in our communities. All
proceeds will go to Human Concerns, our local food pantry that
helps about 900 people a month. Once a year, we charge
‘admission’ to our worship services. This year’s admission fee
is 2 cans of soup per person, or $2 per person. Sorry, but we
don’t make change. If all you’ve got is a $10... just saying!
Out and About
 Trinity Reading Buddies continue to read with students
at Lakeview Elementary.
 The Confirmation classes will be visiting the Masjid AlHuda mosque in South Milwaukee for a presentation on
Islam and a tour of the mosque.
 Trinity will be doing an MOE at Human Concerns on
January 25.












Congregation Council Highlights:
Discussed the agenda for the Annual Meeting on
February 9, 2020.
Reminder that the council will continue the Core Values
and Mission Statement process on January 19 after
worship.
Discussion of process for Altar Alterations visioning
process with the architect Paul Barabeau.
Discussed the need to clean up the Children’s worship
bags – thank you to Dan Soddy and Kari House for taking
that project on.
It was decided that the Blue Box project for 2020 will be
to purchase two “Family Farms” from ELCA Good Gifts.
There was discussion around the future possibility of
going to one service on Sundays. It will be on the agenda
for the Annual Meeting.
The Financial Ministry Continuing Resolution updates
were reviewed.

All Church Christmas Story
We give many thanks to all who planned, participated in, and
attended our all church Christmas Story. This year, our 3 year
old through 5th grade students told the story of Christmas during
the 9:15 am service on Sunday, December 22, followed by a
potluck dinner for family and friends in the Fellowship Hall.
Sunday School Break
This year, Christmas Eve occurs on Tuesday and
Christmas Day on Wednesday. As a result, there will be no
Sunday School classes on Sunday, December 29 and Sunday,
January 5. We ask that all of our Sunday School children attend
our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services with their
parents. Sunday School classes resume on Sunday, January 12.

Congregational Life News
Submitted by Cindy Felicki

In November, we had our most successful Restaurant Meet Up.
We met on Friday, November 15 at Joe's K Ranch, with 27
people in attendance. Everyone’s donations filled a big laundry
basket with nonperishable food items that went to Human
Concerns.
Our December Restaurant Meet Up was an Ugly Christmas
Sweater Brunch at Paisano’s on Sunday, December 8. Fourteen
people attended, with Shirley Komasa taking first place for the
Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest, Denise Herr second, and Barb
Grobschmidt third.
Our next Restaurant Meet Up will be Sunday, January 12 at noon
at the Golden Corral, 300 W. Layton Ave. in Milwaukee. This is
an all you can eat Buffet.
CLMT has decided to not have the Chili Cook Off this year, due
to the decreased size of our team and low participation last year.
If anyone would like to take this over, contact Cindy Felicki.
Our next meeting will be Sunday, January 5 at 11:30 a.m. at
Trinity.
CLMT wishes everyone a blessed Christmas season, and a
healthy and blessed New Year.

+Christian Symbol+
Cross on the Rock
The rock is often used as a symbol of the
Lord, our strength and firm foundation. A
cross rising from the rock echoes many Bible verses that proclaim
Christ as the rock of salvation; for example, “He alone is my rock
and my salvation …” (Psalm 62:2, ESV).

MOE at the South Milwaukee Human Concerns
South Milwaukee Human Concerns (1029 Milwaukee
Ave.) will be the recipient of Trinity's second MOE (Ministry of
Encouragement), scheduled for Saturday, January 25 at noon.
Outreach Ministry is requesting the congregation's help to
provide Human Concerns with the following supplies: paper
towels, 30-gallon black garbage bags, tall kitchen garbage bags,
floor cleaner (Lysol or Pine Sol), and spray cleaners for
countertops. These items will be used by Human Concerns
volunteers to keep their building clean and orderly for their
clients. Thank you in advance for your continuing support, and
plan on joining us on Saturday, January 25 to honor them! Please
enter through the back door.
Bring Your Game On! (BYGO)
Submitted by Joanna Miller

The Cross Generational Team is hosting a BYGO (Bring Your
Game On) event on Sunday, January 26 from noon to 2:00 p.m.
for the whole family. This is a board game event, so plan on
some fun! We will have a potluck lunch before the games. All
ages are welcome; the more the merrier. Bring all your family
members and friends - it will be a blast for all generations!

Communications Update
Submitted by Patty
Communications Team

Rosek-Johnson,

on

behalf

of

the

Have you noticed any changes in the Narthex in a recent visit
to Trinity? The Communications Team is working on some
updates to streamline messaging and clear clutter. The updates
include:
 A rotating rack for forms. From publications like the
Tidings or Living Lutheran to instructions on how to
assist with worship, this is your one-stop-shop to
collect what you need. If you notice a necessary
document missing from the rack, please contact the
Communications Team or Pastor Denise so we can get
it added.
 Rolling magnetic white board for signup forms. To
reduce confusion, we are posting all sign ups in one
place. Congregants no longer need to search counters,
tables, or bulletin boards for sign ups.
 Updated bulletin boards. The large bulletin boards that
were previously used by the ministry teams will now
state our vision, values, and information on our local
partners. Watch these bulletin boards in the coming
months as their purpose transitions!
Offering Envelopes for 2020
The 2020 envelopes can be found in the Narthex. Members
that give electronically did not receive envelopes. For those
members, to give beyond your electronic giving (holidays and
special services) you can write your name on a blue envelope
(from church) or a plain envelope and enclose a check or cash.
You will still receive credit for those offerings. If anyone did
not receive envelopes but would like a box, please notify the
church office, and one will be issued to you.

Learning with our Reading Buddies
Submitted by Carol Hinshaw
Did you know that a snake can
swallow a light bulb? Or that wasps can be
hosts for moth larvae? These are just a few
of the fun facts that you can learn as a
Reading Buddy.
Pastor Denise, Sarah Brooks, Brenda Torkelson and I have been
visiting Lakeview Elementary School as Reading Buddies.
Sarah and Pastor Denise work with 3rd and 4th graders. In these
grades the students read to their buddy, helping them to gain
confidence in their reading skills. Brenda and I have
kindergarten buddies. Since they are just learning to read, we
read books to them. They have a collection of children’s
favorites to choose from. We huff and puff with the Big Bad
Wolf and contemplate what it might taste like when an old
woman swallows a fly, oh my!
Brenda summed it up beautifully when she said that it is
fun, rewarding and challenging - just what a great volunteer
activity should be. Lakeview is always looking for more reading
buddies, so if you are interested in spending 30-60 minutes a
week with some great kids, please contact the church office.
Saturday Stitchers
Hey, Stitchers (knitters, people who
crochet, do counted cross stitch, embroidery or
any hand work) we are meeting on Saturday
January 11 from 1-3 p.m. We typically meet
on the second Saturday of each month. If you
would like to learn to knit or crochet, we have
ladies who could help you with that. Come join us on Saturday
January 11 at 1:00. All are welcome! If you have any questions
you can contact Karen Claffey (kaclaffey@sbcglobal.net) or
Doris Mueller (dmuell@aol.com).

December Readings
January 5 – Second Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44
January 12 – Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13,
Matthew 3:1-12
January 19 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10,
Matthew 11:2-11
January 26 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7,
Matthew 1:18-25

New Member Class
Join us for the New Member Class on January 21 at 6 pm.
We’ll talk about being Lutheran and what Trinity offers as
your faith community. This will be led by Pastor Denise;
please contact her if you would like to attend.
Blue Box Campaign
During 2019, our ‘Blue Box’ (formerly Blue Jug)
project has been supporting Breaking the Chains
Congregation, an ELCA congregation at Felmers O. Cheney
Correctional Center. On Sunday, January 19 at both services,
Pastor Mark Thompson of Breaking the Chains Congregation
will join us to preach and give an update on the ministry at the
correctional center. He will also be available during the
education hour at 9:15 for a Q&A and general discussion of
his work with Breaking the Chains. This will take place in
room 109.

Blue Box Project 2020
Our Blue box project for 2020 will be to try and purchase
two Family Farms from ELCA Good Gifts.
Help a family break the cycle of hunger and poverty
— for good. A cow, a couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs,
farming tools, seeds and agricultural training can create a world
of opportunity for a family living in poverty. With eggs, milk
and meat to eat and sell, and tools and training to increase the
harvest, this gift can make all the difference. (from ELCA Good
Gifts)
A family farm costs $715. Trinity’s goal is to purchase
two in 2020. The blue box is located on the stand where you get
your bulletins for the service. Donations can be placed directly
in the box. Thank you for your generosity.

Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
The 3rd Thursday of each month. Next dinner is Thursday,
January 16th From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Please enter through
the parking lot door
Meals sponsored by:
 First Congregational UCC
 South Milwaukee Human Concerns
 Divine Mercy Parish
 Trinity Lutheran Church
 St. Luke’s UCC
 Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
 New Day Church
 With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

Trinity Lutheran Church’s Annual Meatball Supper
***MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR***
Friday, January 24, 2020
Submitted by Sandi Rogosienski
We, as a congregation, have been hosting an annual
meatball supper for more years than most of us can remember.
South Milwaukee and the surrounding communities look
forward to it every year and our success is greatly due to the
generosity and talents of our congregation and other helpers.
THANK YOU ALL for your hard work, dedication and
participation! We look forward to working with each and every
one of you again to continue this successful tradition.
The past few years we have hung posters in the narthex
as a means of gathering names for the volunteer positions and
this has worked really well. We will be doing a similar process
this year, including the opportunity to sign up online. In the past
some people did not sign up because they assumed we knew they
were coming, so please make sure and sign up to ensure we will
have sufficient coverage for all areas. As hard as we try, we
cannot remember where everybody wants to help or if they are
going to be available, so help us out and take a moment to sign
up for your favorite job!
The Meatball Supper is scheduled for January 24 from
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. and as always, we are serving the traditional
Scandinavian meatballs and gravy, parsley buttered potatoes,
corn, coleslaw, cranberry orange relish, lefse, rolls and of course
the best homemade desserts around! Due to the rising cost of
groceries the cost will increase this year: Age 11-adult is $11.00,
ages 6-10 is $5.00, age 5 and under are free. The cost of take-out
orders will be $10.00.
Please invite your neighbors and friends to join Trinity in
this celebration of food and fellowship!
Please take a few minutes to review the volunteer posters in the
narthex/Signup Genius and sign up where you would like to help. I
especially encourage our young people to volunteer this year and to bring
a friend! Your enthusiasm and energy are a blessing in so many ways.

Finance Ministry Team
We hit a bump in the road with our November numbers. After
many months of positive income, we took a u-turn. Net income
(loss) for November is ($3,524); YTD shortfall is (5,602). We
are counting on a good December to get us out of the negative
for the year. November attendance and gifting was down, but our
YTD gifting is about the same as last year. YTD expenses are
down over $9,000 from last year.
Trinity continues to be blessed with your support!
November 2019 Financial Summary Report
Month of November 2019
Total for Year
Income
20,952.95
264,545.56
Expenses
(24,477.08)
(270,148.17)
Net Income (loss)
(3,524.13)
(5,601.62)

November Project Uplift Reserve Fund
59,840.62 Month’s beginning balance
1,017.00 Month’s contributions
.00 Month's Expenses
60,857.62 Ending balance
As always, thanks to all of you for your
generous gifting to all our ministries!
December Readings
January 5 – Second Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44
January 12 – Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13,
Matthew 3:1-12
January 19 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10,
Matthew 11:2-11
January 26 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7,
Matthew 1:18-25

Altar Flowers
The Floral Chart is posted for 2020. All weekends are available.
The cost for bouquets are $20.00. You may take your bouquet
home with you after the last service.
Jenae Folts

Recently Hospitalized
John Wawrzyniak

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Barb Meyer
Jenae Folts
Ron Meyer
Galen Opdahl
Nancy Bublitz
Iris Krause
John Jones
Shorty Zylka
Sunday School Birthdays
January 1 – Will Haeger
January 2 – Elijah Hemman
January 3 – Kyle Krugel
January 7 – Conrad Krugel
January 20 – Asher Genduso
Hospital Stay
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.
Cemetery Plots
Trinity has acquired 10 cemetery plots from past members and
is offering them for sale at a discount. There are four lots at
Arlington Park in Greenfield and six lots at Forest Hill in Oak
Creek. If interested, or know of someone who might be
interested, please contact the church office.
Tent Rental
Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is available for rental
for $75.00. Be sure to keep this in mind for your next family
gathering! Check with the office to reserve a date.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONTACT INFORMATION
STAFF EMAIL
Pastor Denise – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – Office Manager – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – Music Director – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary – Organist – cadphael@mac.com
Karel – Pianist – karel@studio1259.biz
Kari – Education Coordinator– edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Matt – Youth/Family Coordinator – tlcsmyouth@gmail.com

LEADERSHIP
President – Dan Soddy – dlsoddy@att.net
Vice President – Patty Rosek-Johnson –
–patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
Secretary – Kari House – bkhouse001@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Alice Grant – alicegrant18@gmail.com
Caring Team – Nancy Barbian – nancybarbian4@gmail.com
Congregational Life Team – Denise Herr – daherr57@gmail.com
Christian Education Team – Sharon Schraith
–sharon.schraith@yahoo.com
Cross Generation Team – Ann Zander - annzander1971@gmail.com
Finance Team – Mike Radtke – radtke22@hotmail.com
Outreach Team – Bob Iverson – riversen@wi.rr.com
Property Team – Steve Mueller – swm755@gmail.com
Stewardship – Lois Lukas – slukas7@wi.rr.com
Worship/Music Team– Daryl Klute - dklute@wi.rr.com
Youth Team – Lily Nunez – lily.lulu426@gmail.com

Office Hours:
The church office will close at 12:00 noon on December 24,
2019, and will reopen on January 2, 2020 at 10:00 AM.

South Milwaukee Community Meal

