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Sunday 9:15 AM
Office hours
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Office will be closed until January 2, 2020

Trinity Youth at
Misjid Al-Huda South Milwaukee Campus

Trinity’s Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday,
February 9, 2020.
We will have a potluck after worship and then begin our
meeting.
On the agenda will be election of the council, the 2020
Ministry Plan/Budget and a conversation about going to
one service on Sundays year round.
Annual reports are available in the narthex/lobby for your
Trinity Youth at
Misjid Al-Huda South Milwaukee Campus

review.

On January 6 the confirmation
classes, leaders and a few parents had the
opportunity to visit the Masjid Al-Huda
Mosque here in South Milwaukee. When I
spent time with them at the breaking of their Ramadan fast last
year, I met and got acquainted with Sister Comolita. She is the
administrator for the mosque and school, which is called the
Guidance Academy. I asked her if she would ever be willing to
host our youth for a presentation on Islam and tour of the facility.
She was very excited about the possibility, so on January 6 we
took her up on her willingness to host us.
We had a wonderful evening with her as we toured the
building and learned about the religion of Islam and those who
practice Islam – Muslims. We learned that distinction: Islam is
the religion. Muslim is a person who practices Islam – like a
Christian practices Christianity.
We also learned a lot about how they practice their faith
and how everything they do – prayers, offerings, fasting, etc. –
is designed to bring them back to God. Their relationship with
God is their primary relationship above every other relationship,
including family.
We discovered that we are really not that different from
one another in the practice of our faith and in the desire to know
God and make a difference in the world.
I’ve heard some stories about how Masjid Al-Huda’s
entry into South Milwaukee was not an entirely pleasant one.
Islamophobia reared its ugly head in a number of ways when
they bought the property and moved in. Muslims in America
experience a fair amount of prejudice, racism and bias as they
try to live their lives and contribute to the communities in which
they live.

I’m glad we could have this time together to learn and
meet at least one Muslim who was anything but scary. I hope it
broke down some of the stereotypes that the media and society
give us about our Muslim brothers and sisters. We are after all
literal brothers – for both trace their heritage through Abraham:
Christians through Isaac and Muslims through Ishmael. God
made covenants with both men and we can only benefit from one
another’s presence. If you read some of the later chapters of the
book of Genesis, you will read Ishmael’s story. And if you are a
West Wing fan, there is an episode that was aired right after 9/11
called “Isaac and Ishmael” – it is excellent and is well worth your
time.
I am thankful for this opportunity and look forward to
future events with Masjid Al-Huda.
Blessings, Pastor Denise

Ashes to Go
On Ash Wednesday, February 26, Pastor Denise and other
volunteers will be offering Ashes to Go in the church parking lot.
We will be out in half-hour segments at 9 am, 12 noon and 4:30 pm.
This is an opportunity for people to just stop by and receive their
Ash Wednesday ashes and then be on their way.
Contact Pastor Denise if you are interested in participating in giving
out ashes.

From the Vice-President
Greetings,
As I write this message it is pre-Annual meeting and I am
still only Vice President. However, I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank Dan Soddy for his leadership as Council
President for the past two years. A lot has happened since he
took the reigns, most notably navigating the waters as we said
goodbye to a long-term Pastor and welcomed a new one. I have
some big shoes to fill!
I’d like to introduce myself to those who don’t already
know me. My husband Aaron and I joined Trinity in 2000 only
a few months after we were married. High school sweethearts,
we grew up in Denmark, WI (near Green Bay) moved away from
home to separate colleges, then settled in Oak Creek after
finding jobs. As transplants to a new geographic area, it was
important for us to find a church home with friendly faces, and
Trinity has been exactly that for us. Our kids Jonas (16) and
Clare (almost 14) were baptized here, and continue to be active
in the youth program. Over the years I have served as church
Treasurer, Sunday School teacher, Confirmation Leader,
substitute Saturday night pianist, and am a member of the
Stewardship Ministry Team and Communications Team. On any
given Sunday you might find Aaron and me playing in Soul
Purpose, the contemporary band. I count many Trinity members
as close friends. Over the years Trinity has blessed us and
continues to bless us regularly. When my 4-year-old niece
unexpectedly died in October 2018, the outpouring of love,
prayers, and support from the Trinity community was truly
overwhelming. I look forward to serving the church community
in the role as President, and ask for your prayers.
Even though I’ve been a member here for 20 years, I’m
embarrassed to say that I still do not know everyone’s name. The
next time you see me, please introduce yourself!
Blessings,
Patty Rosek-Johnson

Confirmation Class Visits Mosque
Submitted by Sarah Brooks
Did you know that both Christians and Muslims trace their roots
back to Abraham? This was one similarity that confirmation
students learned on January 6 during a visit to Masjid Al-Huda, the
mosque located in the former St. Adalbert’s Catholic Church in
South Milwaukee. According to Sister Comolita, the administrator
of the Guidance Academy, Muslims are descended from Ishmael,
while Christians trace their roots through Isaac.
Since the school opened in 2016, it has grown rapidly; currently,
250 students attend daily, ranging from three year olds through 9th
graders. Sister Comolita shared some similarities and differences
with the group of students and their leaders, and then took the group
on a tour of the building.
Confirmation students were surprised by some of what they learned
about Muslims.
“They don’t have pews, so we sat on the floor on memory foam,”
Garrett McDaniel said, “but it’s similar to the way we worship.”
“I learned that there are more similarities than I thought between
our religion and Islam,” Natalie Keller said.
“I was surprised that they always pray facing a certain direction
five times a day,” Malia Miller said.
“I found it surprising that girls have to cover their heads at a young
age,” Shelby Brooks said.
Students also enjoyed learning why Muslims do certain things.
“I was interested in the reasoning behind fasting, and this also
helped me to understand more about why the women dress how
they dress,” Natalie said.

“I didn’t expect that our beliefs were so close to theirs,” Malia said.
“After our visit, I talked to a Muslim friend at school, and I found
out she had memorized the entire Koran!”
Confirmation leader Aron Miller summed up the experience very
well.
“We’re all really similar when we just talk,” he said.
Out and About
February 14-16 Our youth will be attending the Quake in
Wisconsin Dells.
February 15 Pastor Denise and other Trinity leaders will be
attending the Synod’s Together in Mission resource day at St.
Matthew’s in Wauwatosa.

Lenten Series
The Tree of Life
Along with Holden Evening Prayer, for our five
Lenten worship services we will engage the Greater
Milwaukee Synod’s Mission Statement: We follow Jesus, form
Communities, love all and Core Values: Curiosity, Compassion,
Courage and Collaboration.
Trinity Wish List
Items desired for enhancing TLC ministries
● Volunteers and donations of food for the Guest
House breakfast on February 22
● Donations to the Scholarship fund. Please use
special-gifting (blue) envelopes and label them
Scholarship Fund.

January 2020 Council Highlights
From January 9, 2020 Council Meeting
● Intergenerational VBS will take place the evenings of
June 22-24, 2020
● Power was run to the outside cross for lighting. Funds
will come from the cross memorial fund.
● Stewardship Team will begin a new member spotlight in
the Tidings – watch for it.
● Paper and digital signups will be coordinated by Karen.
● Everyone was reminded to get event dates to Karen and
the Communication Team.
● The 2020 Ministry Plan/Budget was discussed and
approved to be presented to the congregation at the
February 9 Annual Meeting. Pastor’s 2020 housing
allowance was approved.
● A date for the Altar Alterations Visioning process was
discussed – watch for it!
● There was discussion about the Annual Meeting agenda.
Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
The 3rd Thursday of each month. Next dinner is Thursday,
February 20th From: 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Please enter through
the parking lot door
Meals sponsored by:
 First Congregational UCC
 South Milwaukee Human Concerns
 Divine Mercy Parish
 Trinity Lutheran Church
 St. Luke’s UCC
 Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
 New Day Church
 With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

Altar Alterations Visioning Workshop
Submitted by Steve Mueller
Join us on Sunday, March 8 at 12:30 pm for a
workshop to explore our ministry and space needs within the
church building. The purpose of the workshop is to discuss as
a congregation how our building spaces enhance or hinder our
programming and ministries.
Paul Barribeau, Senior Project Manager for Religious
Design at Groth Design Group, will be leading the workshop.
Groth Design Group is the architectural firm selected by the
congregational leadership to assist with assessment of
programming space needs and building needs.
The first part of the Visioning Workshop will provide
information on why it is important to have building spaces that
reflect the ministry needs of the parish. Paul will also share
what other churches are doing with their buildings to better
proclaim the Gospel and serve the surrounding community.
The second part of the Visioning Workshop will be an
opportunity for members to share their insights on how the
needs of the congregation are helped or hindered by the
existing building, and the visions we have for our building that
can help our ministries thrive.
The workshop will be no longer than two hours in
length.
We welcome and encourage participation by all
members of the church. In order for our Planning Team and
architect to plan for the needs of our congregation, we must
first hear what your needs are and how the building can better
assist our witness.

Worship Volunteer Scheduling
(Greeters, Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Acolytes)
Submitted by Aron Miller
Trinity members are some of the best volunteers, and
we thank you all for that! However, some of the members
have noticed that SignUpGenius isn’t working well for
worship volunteers, so we’re trying to make it easier for
everyone.
A few weeks ago a survey was sent to the “Worship
Volunteers” Flocknote group to understand what volunteer
opportunities members would like to do. If you haven’t
already completed the survey, please do so as soon as
possible. Hard copy surveys and schedules will be available
in the Narthex.
Using your feedback, we will create a schedule and add
it to SignUpGenius. SignUpGenius offers an online platform
to see the schedule, get reminder emails, and request a swap
when you can’t make it, so we would still like to use this. If
you did not receive a survey but are still interested in
volunteering, or if you have additional questions or
comments, please reach out to Aron Miller at
aronmiller1@yahoo.com.

Favorite Potluck Recipes
We are starting a new feature: favorite potluck recipes! Our
first recipe is for Ramen Noodle Salad. Everyone loves this
one with crisp Napa cabbage, crunchy ramen noodles and a
sweet and savory dressing. Have an idea for another recipe or
want to request the recipe for a dish you’ve enjoyed at Trinity?
Contact the office and we’ll see if we can get it for you. Enjoy!

Ramen Noodle Salad
Ingredients for the salad:
 6 cups of shredded Napa Cabbage
 1 cup shredded carrots
 2 packages of ramen noodles (chicken flavored),
broken into chunks (save seasoning packet for
dressing)
 ½ Cup of sliced green onions
 ½ Cup of toasted slivered almonds
Mix all the ingredients in a large bowl.
Ingredients for the dressing:
 ½ cup of vegetable/canola oil
 ⅓ cup of rice vinegar
 2 Tablespoons of sugar
 Seasoning packets from the ramen
Whisk all the dressing ingredients together and pour over the
salad. Mix well and chill for a few hours prior to serving.

Caring Ministry Team
Submitted by Nancy Barbian
The Caring Ministry Team is continuing our annual
“40 in 40” donation drive this Season of Lent. We hope to
collect 40 items from the Kathy’s House wish list. A box for
collection will be located in the narthex beginning on Ash
Wednesday, February 26.
Kathy’s House is a hospital guest house for patients
and families who need to travel to Milwaukee for needed care.
The house, located at 600 N. 103rd Street in Wauwatosa, has
served 9000 families since opening. They rely on donations,
volunteers, and grants to operate.
Requested items are Kleenex Ultrasoft 75 count tissue
cubes, Dixie 12 ounce Coffee Cups with lids, Finish Jet Dry
Rinse Aid, Finish Powerball Dishwashing tablets, Choose-ASize Paper Towel, Mr. Clean Magic Erasers, Clorox Toilet
Bowl Cleaner with Bleach, and 7th Generation Hand Wash
Soap (Free and Clean Unscented).
The Caring Ministry Team will serve breakfast to the
men living at the Guest House homeless shelter on Saturday,
February 22. We will need volunteers to cook at church and
to serve at the Guest House. We are also in need of food
donations. Please look for signup sheets in the Narthex and
online (https://tinyurl.com/GHFeb2020,
https://tinyurl.com/GHFeb2020serve).
The remaining breakfasts in 2020
will be on the following Saturdays: April
25, July 25, and October 24. Thank you for
your support!

Congregational Life Team
Submitted by Denise Herr
The Congregational Life Ministry Team (CLMT) is excited to
plan for 2020! Using the theory "If you feed them, they will
come," CLMT will be sponsoring the potluck meal for the
Annual Meeting on February 9. They will provide the meat,
desserts, and beverages. Look for signup sheets for salads,
sides, hot dishes, fruit and veggies on Signup Genius
(https://www.tinyurl.com/TLC2020annualmtng) and in the
Narthex.
A post-Valentine's Day Restaurant Meetup is scheduled for
February 16 at noon at Vivere Italian Restaurant, 1000 E
Rawson Ave, Oak Creek. The signup is available in the
Narthex or on Signup Genius
(https://www.tinyurl.com/TLCValentines). Join us!
If you are interested in helping to plan more events like these,
the Congregational Life Ministry Team is happy to welcome
new members at any time. Their next meeting is Sunday,
February 2 after the second service.

Altar Flowers for February
February 1 & 2
Brenda Torkelson, *
February 8 & 9
*,*
February 15 & 16
*,*
February 22 & 23
Keith & Jean Belter, *
‘*’ indicates that nobody has signed up.
The Floral Chart is posted for 2020. All weekends are
available. The cost for bouquets are $20.00. You may take
your bouquet home with you after the last service.

December 30, 2019
In today’s information age we are
bombarded with information and have
access to information at our fingertips. This allows for
Children’s Wisconsin to make the news frequently, as we have
recently with our name change. Children’s Wisconsin (dropping
the “hospital” word) more accurately captures all we do and all
we are. We also made the news related to the medical crisis
related to vaping, and recently made a big splash by investing
heavily in improving the access to mental and behavioral health
providers for kids and ultimately reducing mental health
problems that plague many individuals and families.
What you and your group do for Children’s may not make the
news but it is newsworthy. It is impactful. It is caring. It is
supportive. I think we can agree we could all use a little support
sometimes and have benefitted from relationships with others.
Someone cared for us. And some people have needs that are
great, deep, and long-lasting.
Child abuse, neglect, poverty, domestic violence, and mental
illness cause deep wounds. You help us as we attempt to help
kids and families recover from very big challenges. YOU DO
THAT. Thank you. All those toys and trucks and balls. All the
board games. The Bath and Body gift cards. The hats and gloves
and hoodies. The dollhouses. The gifts are not small and mean
so much.
Since we are in the information age I’m going to use it. The kids
you help with are teeny tiny ones. This link (kidhero.chw.org) is
our KidHero blog and a quick read about one family’s route to
adopting two little ones. The kids you help are also 12 year old
girls believed to be victims of sexual assault. They have their

favorite pair of jeans held indefinitely for evidence after an
exam. There are also moms that finally muster the strength to
leave abusive relationships, get clean, and regain custody of their
elementary age kids. And there are 18 year olds that are truly,
truly grateful for Wal-Mart gift cards so they can buy groceries
for the small apartment they just moved into.
Much of what we do are hard stories to tell and do not make the
good news portion of the local news. The good news are acts of
kindness, bravery, and selflessness. Things that you and your
group have done. Please know you are part of many people
supporting, caring, influencing, and impacting kids and families
that need it the most. THANK YOU SO MUCH.
Do more – if you choose. Care for others, consider becoming a
foster or adoptive parent, or donate to your local food pantry.
As always I hope your holiday was bright, festive, happy, and
joyous and spent with people you care about. If it’s okay I will
contact you again in the fall to solicit your support. Happy New
Year.
Sincerely,
Rick Lockwood
Social Worker Project and Operations
Specialist 2019 Holiday Gift Drive Coordinator
RLockwood@chw.org (414) 231-4826

+Christian Symbol+
Shepherd's Crook
The shepherd’s crook is a symbol for Jesus, the Good
Shepherd. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). The crook
also symbolizes the shepherds who visited the baby Jesus
in Bethlehem. It’s also used in connection with King
David, who worked as a shepherd when he was young.

Blue Box Project 2020
Our Blue box project for 2020 will be to purchase two
Family Farms from ELCA Good Gifts.

Help a family break the cycle of hunger and
poverty — for good. A cow, a couple of goats, a dozen
chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds and agricultural
training can create a world of opportunity for a family
living in poverty. With eggs, milk and meat to eat and sell,
and tools and training to increase the harvest, this gift can
make all the difference. (from ELCA Good Gifts)
A family farm costs $715. Trinity’s goal is to
purchase two in 2020. The blue box is located on the stand
where you get your bulletins for the service. Donations can
be placed directly in the box. Thank you for your
generosity.
Finance Ministry Team
We have been blessed again this year with your financial
gifting. We ended up with a surplus; a small one but it is
positive. We had another good December with a net income
of $7,902. The year ended with a positive $1,270. Having
Christmas gifting and five weekends in December helped. We
ended up $6,500 down in general gifting over last year but we
kept expenses down over last year by $8,000. We were able
to meet our benevolence goal of 13% of income and this was
distributed among 12 organizations.
December 2019 Financial Summary Report
Month of December 2019
Total for Year
Income
37,388
301,206
Expenses
(29,486)
(299,936)
Net Income (loss)
7,902
1,270

December Project Uplift Reserve Fund
60,857 Month’s beginning balance
664 Month’s contributions
0 Month's Expenses
60,521 Ending balance
As always, thanks to all of you for your
generous gifting to all our ministries!
February Readings
February 2 – Epiphany 4
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12
February 9 – Epiphany 5
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112:1-9 [10];
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20
February 16 – Epiphany 6
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8;
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37
February 23 – Epiphany 6/ Transfiguration of our Lord
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21;
Matthew 17:1-9
February 26 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17;
2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Sunday School Birthdays
February 1 – Adelynn Ugowski
February 10 – Donald Fritz
February 11 – Alexis Hoefs
February 11 – Jacob Schultz
February 14 – Madelyn Genduso
February 14 Clare Johnson
February 14 Smyth Rehl
February 18 Owen Sell
February 19 McKinley Miller

Hospital Stay
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONTACT INFORMATION
STAFF EMAIL
Pastor Denise – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – Office Manager – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – Music Director – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary – Organist – cadphael@mac.com
Karel – Pianist – karel@studio1259.biz
Kari – Education Coordinator– edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Matt – Youth/Family Coordinator – tlcsmyouth@gmail.com

LEADERSHIP
President – Dan Soddy – dlsoddy@att.net
Vice President – Patty Rosek-Johnson –
–patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
Secretary – Kari House – bkhouse001@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Alice Grant – alicegrant18@gmail.com
Caring Team – Nancy Barbian – nancybarbian4@gmail.com
Congregational Life Team – Denise Herr – daherr57@gmail.com
Christian Education Team – Sharon Schraith
–sharon.schraith@yahoo.com
Cross Generation Team – Ann Zander - annzander1971@gmail.com
Finance Team – Mike Radtke – radtke22@hotmail.com
Outreach Team – Bob Iverson – riversen@wi.rr.com
Property Team – Steve Mueller – swm755@gmail.com
Stewardship – Lois Lukas – slukas7@wi.rr.com
Worship/Music Team– Daryl Klute - dklute@wi.rr.com
Youth Team – Lily Nunez – lily.lulu426@gmail.com

All Church Christmas Story

