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April Schedule
PLEASE WATCH FLOCKNOTE FOR UPDATES DUE TO CORONAVIRUS
Saturday – 5:00 pm
Education Hour resumes Sunday, April 19 at 8:30 am (New Time)
Sunday April 5 – 8:00 & 10:30
Sunday April 12 – 6:30 am, 8:00 am, and 10:30 am.
Beginning April 19 – 9:30 am (New Time)
Office hours – Monday – Friday, 10:00 – 4:00
Office will be closed from April 13 – 17, 2020

PAST EVENTS FROM TRINITY

Bible Study

Ashes to Go

Restaurant Meet up at Viveres

Together in Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Brookfield, WI

Dear Trinity,
We send this April 2020 edition of the Tidings out in the midst of
uncertainty. With the coronavirus situation changing by the hour,
who knows what April will bring for us. Yet in the midst of this
time we trust in the One who brings light into darkness, hope in the
midst of anxiety and life in the midst of death. I am trying to stay
connected with everyone through a number of different means:
Facebook – I’m posting a daily video with links to resources on
Trinity’s Facebook page. You can also friend me if you haven’t
already, as I post daily Scripture verses and photos on my personal
page.
Flocknote – you can join Daily Verses and the Prayer Chain for
prayer requests and scripture encouragement. If you aren’t on
Flocknote you can either text TLCSM to 84576 or connect online
at trinitylutheranchurchsm.flocknote.com.
Flocknote will also be the main way we inform you of our
resumption of activity or an extension of ‘social distancing’, so
please watch for any updates.
Phone/text/facebook messenger/e-mail – I’m also taking time
each day to contact a few members of Trinity just to check-in. I’m
using all kinds of mediums – phone, texting, messenger, e-mail.
If you should have a pastoral care emergency, please don’t hesitate
to call me – 262-930-8267 – we can talk and pray. If I’m needed at
the hospital or at home, we can try to work that out. Also, if you
need anything – groceries, a prescription pick-up, etc. – let us
know. We have had a couple people offer to help out in this way.
Karen and I are in the office Monday through Friday. It’s a very
strange feeling to be at church with absolutely no one around. I will
miss our time together in worship and Bible Study and ministry.

But I’m learning new ways to be a pastor who is physically
distanced from you. Our synod staff has been very proactive in
providing resources and support during this time. I also cherish
your prayers for myself and the Trinity staff as we navigate these
times.
Our hope is in the crucified and resurrected Christ. With that hope
we are going ahead to order our Easter flowers. If we should have
to postpone Easter we will deliver flowers to you and celebrate
together at a later date. If not, we will gather in celebration on
Easter and break our fast from Holy Communion and the reality of
social distancing.
Peace be with you, Pastor Denise

Trinity Wish List
Items desired for enhancing TLC ministries
● A great turnout at the Palm Sunday breakfast on
April 5 from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Proceeds support
Trinity’s youth.
● Donations to the 40-in-40 drive for Kathy’s House
(Kleenex Ultrasoft 75 count tissue cubes, Dixie 12
ounce Coffee Cups with lids, Finish Jet Dry Rinse
Aid, Finish Powerball Dishwashing tablets, ChooseA-Size Paper Towel, Mr. Clean Magic Erasers,
Clorox Toilet Bowl Cleaner with Bleach, and 7th
Generation Hand Wash Soap (Free and Clean
Unscented).
● Donations to the Scholarship fund. Please use
special gifting (blue) envelopes and label them
Scholarship Fund.
● Food donations and volunteers for the Guest House
breakfast on April 25. Signup online
www.tinyurl.com/TrinityGH or in the Narthex.
● The continued congregational support of Scrip, our
program to raise funds through the purchase of gift
cards. Proceeds from the program offset the costs for
the TLC Youth to attend the 2021 Youth Gathering
in Minneapolis.
● Continued giving and support during this crisis.
Mail in or give electronically.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Trinity family,
Is There Really a “Loneliness Epidemic”? As I was
scrolling through my podcast queue, the title of this Freakanomics
Radio episode caught my eye. Many of us have probably heard that
in this digitally-connected society, folks are lonelier than ever.
Being the data geek that I am, I was very intrigued to hear if this is
truly the case and the possible reasons why. One of the stories that
this podcast highlighted was the 1995 heat wave in Chicago.
During that summer, 739 people died. This number was incredibly
higher compared to the deaths predicted in the models that consider
climate conditions. So what happened in 1995 that broke the data
models? People died alone because so many more people were
living alone. The social networks that were historically so
important in a community were starting to fray.
You are probably (hopefully!) now aware that a visioning
team at Trinity has developed a new mission statement and core
values. One of those values is relationships, or more specifically
growing lifelong faith relationships. This value certainly rings true
with me, as I think of how my Trinity community has been there
for my family as we have progressed from newlyweds to adults
now raising two teens. I have always felt supported, wanted,
needed, and loved. I think this value is a great asset that we can
offer to others. Maybe instead of measuring our “success” by
weekly attendance, we could think of how we fulfill this need for
relationships to folks both inside and outside of Trinity’s walls.
How are you building relationships with other members? Are you
supporting them through their faith journeys? How are you
projecting Trinity’s value of relationships to those in the
community (work, school, civic organizations)? I see living
examples of relationships in action every week – what do you see?
I challenge everyone to bring this value to life, and to share the
story.
God Bless. Patty

TRINITY MISSION STATEMENT
Sharing the story of Jesus Christ so all may experience God’s
love.
Trinity Core Values 2020
Relationships
 Growing lifelong faith relationships.
Generosity
 Generously supporting our church and community.
Identity (in Jesus)
 Our life together (identity) focused on Jesus
crucified and risen.
Empowerment
 Empowering and supporting people to serve and
lead.
Worship Experience
 Connecting people to Jesus through a variety of
worship and music.
April 2020 Out and About

April 13-19 – Pastor Denise will be on vacation. The youth
are leading worship April 18 & 19 – Please come out and
support our youth and learn from their leadership. Pastor
Kathy Brown will be covering any pastoral emergencies.
Please note that the church office will be closed during this
week.

April 25 – The Caring team and volunteers will be out at the
Guest House serving breakfast.
April 25 – Trinity will be out in the community of South
Milwaukee participating in the Earth Day clean up.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Submitted by Pastor Denise
Dear Trinity,
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42

When I was considering accepting the call to Trinity, I
asked all of my family members what they thought. My son,
Alexander, who is my quiet deep thinker, looked at me and
said, “Change is good. There is hope in change.” You’ve
probably seen this at the end of my email messages, and I may
have mentioned it a few times as well. Trinity has been
through a lot of changes in the last year and a half since I
arrived. Everyone handles change differently. For some there
are great challenges in adapting to change and for others there
is great hope in change. Change is the reality of the world and
of our lives – everyday things change. Things in our family,
in our city, in our nation, in the world – some change is very
challenging and other change is very hopeful.
Trinity is embarking on another change on April 19,
2020. It’s a change that has been discussed over that last year
by a focus group, the executive team, the council, the
education team and those who attended the annual meeting.
We had a lot of good input as we reached this point. We will
be doing a 5-week pilot to try out going to one service on
Sundays. Education hour will be at 8:30 and worship will be
at 9:30. The children from Sunday School will be incorporated
into some aspect of the opening of our worship. We will have
more energy and vitality as we gather as one on Sunday rather
than as two smaller groups. We will have a wider variety of
styles as we try one Soul Purpose, one piano and two organ

services each month. We will keep the 9:30 worship time as
we enter into the summer and evaluate the pilot. I am looking
forward to seeing more people together in community as we
worship together and as we continue to encourage one another
in our faith and practice. Our core values of Identity in Jesus,
Relationships and Worship Experience will be lived out as we
come together to find hope in change.
During the summer there won’t be a lot of change. I
want to do some things to strengthen our community and our
life together. I will once again arrange for one-on-one time as
I did last year. So if you did not get a chance to meet with me
last year just to get to know one another, here is another
opportunity. I also want to have 3-4 book read events. More
about that is included in this Newsletter. We will once again
be having our Cross+Generational VBS in June – I look
forward to leading the adult track again – our topic will be
forgiveness. Last, but not least, Exaudh, Aliliywa and I will
be leading a mission trip to Tanzania which includes Bob and
Nancy Kilby, Michelle Kilby, Allen and Amber Kilby, Sue
Czysh, Jerry Key (whom you met when Reformation visited
us - he was the choir director), and four other medical folks
from outside the area.
Alexander was right. Change can be good, hope filled
and life giving. Change can also be challenging, but if we do
it together we can be encouraged and strengthened for all that
God is calling us to do.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42

Blessings, Pastor Denise

2020 Spring/Summer Book Read Events –
Once a month. Come to one. Come to all. Come to the
ones that interest you. A time for fellowship, learning and
building relationships. Led by Pastor Denise. Held offsite.
All books are available on Amazon, or check at your local
library. Read the book before you come.
Thursday, April 30 at 6pm at Panera on Howell Ave. in
Oak Creek.
- “The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World”
by Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu and Douglas Carlton Abrams
Wednesday, May 27 at 6pm at Water Street Brewery on
Howell and Drexel in Oak Creek.
- “Do Nothing: How to Break Away from Overworking,
Overdoing and Underliving”
by Celeste Headlee
Monday, June 29 at 6pm at Charcoal Grill on Ryan Rd. in
Oak Creek
- “Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving and Finding the
Church”
by Rachel Held Evans
Thursday, July 30 at 6pm at the Pita Palace on Howard
Ave. in Milwaukee.
- “The Gift of Our Wounds: A Sikh and a Former White
Supremacist Find Forgiveness After Hate”
by Arno Michaelis and Pardeep Singh Kaleka
Saturday, August 29 at 9am at Paisano’s on South Chicago
Ave. in South Milwaukee.
- “The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest
to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible”
by A. J. Jacobs
Tuesday, September 29 at 6pm at Panera on Howell Ave.
in Oak Creek.
- “Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End”
by Atul Gawande

The Scholarship Committee
The Scholarship Committee is still accepting scholarship
applications for those interested in pursuing an Associate,
Bachelor, Master, or Doctoral degree at an accredited
college or university. The committee will look at the
applicant’s involvement in the church and community for
guidance in awarding scholarships. Applications and
further information can be found in the forms rack in the
Narthex. The deadline for all applications is Sunday, May
10 and scholarships will be awarded on Sunday, May 17.
Please contact the church office with any questions.

CARING MINISTRY TEAM
Submitted by Nancy Barbian

The Caring Ministry will serve breakfast to the men
living at the Guest House homeless shelter on
Saturday, April 25. We will need volunteers to cook at
church and serve at the Guest House. We are also in
need of food donations. Please look for signup sheets
in the Narthex. Thank you for your support.

Free Community Meal for South Milwaukee Residents
who are seeking or needing a hot meal and fellowship.
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
1111 N. Chicago Ave. South Milwaukee, WI 53172
The 3rd Thursday of each month. The next dinner is
Thursday, April 16th from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Please enter
through the parking lot door
Meals sponsored by:
 First Congregational UCC
 South Milwaukee Human Concerns
 Divine Mercy Parish
 Trinity Lutheran Church
 St. Luke’s UCC
 Masjid Al-Huda Mosque and School
 New Day Church
 With help from Gordon Foods & Skyline Catering

Palm Sunday Brunch
Please join us on April 5 as we gather to commemorate Jesus’
triumphal return to Jerusalem, and the beginning of Holy
Week.
Holy Week marks the start of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Old
Testament scripture is fulfilled by Jesus’ choice to ride on a
donkey, Zechariah 9:9. Jesus had become very popular and a
great crowd gathered to see him pass. Along the road the
crowd made a path by laying down their cloaks and palm
branches cut from nearby trees for Jesus to travel on. As He
passed they shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” Matthew 21-9b.
That is why we now refer to this day as Palm Sunday.
Please join us for a brunch to mark the start of Holy Week and
Palm Sunday. Trinity’s youth will be serving the meal from
9:00 - 10:30, between the two worship services. If you want to
be really cool show up on a donkey and make a grand entrance,
or just walk down the stairs. You decide, either way please join
us. We will be serving a typical brunch menu including: egg
casseroles, pancakes, bacon, sausage, sweet rolls, fruit, etc…
We will not be selling tickets as in years past; however, a free
will offering will be taken to benefit our youth group. The
Triniteens are trying to raise funds to attend the 2021 ELCA
National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.
Hope to see you there.
May God’s blessings be upon you all,
Matt Fritz

Favorite Potluck Recipes
Old-Fashioned Bread Pudding
This dish made appearances at the Cross Gen Bring Your Game On
event and the Annual Meeting, thanks to Shirley Komasa. Shirley’s
adjustments to the recipe included adding BOTH cinnamon and
nutmeg and using either soft Italian loaf bread or cinnamon raisin
bread. She also doubled the recipe and baked in a 9” x 13” pan.
Enjoy!

Ingredients
2 cups milk
¼ cup butter
2 eggs, slightly beaten
½ cup sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon or nutmeg
¼ tsp salt
6 cups soft bread cubes (about 6 slices bread)
½ cup raisins, if desired
Whipping (heavy) cream, if desired
Steps
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees. In a 2 quart saucepan, heat
milk and butter over medium heat until butter is melted
and milk is hot.
2. In large bowl, mix eggs, sugar, cinnamon and salt. Stir
in bread cubes and raisins. Stir in milk mixture. Pour into
ungreased deep round pan.
3. Bake uncovered 40 to 45 minutes or until knife inserted
1 inch from edge comes out clean. Serve warm with
whipping cream.
From BettyCrocker.com

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Submitted by Sandy Mueller
Welcome to a new Tidings feature, Member Spotlight.
Each article spotlights a different member of Trinity, providing
an in-depth snapshot of a member of our TLC family.
This spotlight is on Darcy McDaniel and will highlight
the musical gifts Darcy shares with Trinity.
Interviewer—Tell us about yourself.
Darcy—I am originally from North Dakota, growing up there
on our family farm and raised in a rural, ELCA Lutheran church
there. While the landscape and weather can be brutal, I still
consider ND my home and travel there often to visit my family.
I attended Moorhead State University for my Bachelor's degree
and the University of Louisville for my graduate degree. I am
married to Matthew and we have two children, Norah (15) and
Garrett (13). I have worked in the mental health clinic of Jewish
Family Services as a psychotherapist for the past 19 years.
Interviewer—What led you to Trinity?
Darcy—We moved to WI 20 years ago and we spent one year
visiting ELCA churches in the area. We felt a connectedness to
the people, the Pastor, and the service style at Trinity. It felt like
home to us.
Interviewer—Why did you join the Senior Choir, Soul Purpose
and the Handbell Choir, and what do you like best about your
participation?
Darcy—Bottom line: Someone in our congregation asked if I
was willing to help out in each of these music groups. I hadn't
really done much musically since playing drums and singing in
High School. I became interested again while watching my
daughter’s (Norah’s) love of music blossom.
Interviewer—How has it impacted your spiritual life?

Darcy—Foremost, the music itself tends to sit in my head, heart
and soul throughout the week. I often revisit lyrics or melodies
throughout my workday, which is a reminder of my connection
to God. Secondly, the interactions and deepening associations
with fellow parishioners strengthen my commitment to my
church and my Christian family.
If you are interested in knowing
more about TLC’s music ministry,
please contact the music director, Julie
Maurer, or feel free to chat with any
member of the voice or bell choirs, or the
band, Soul Purpose.

2020 Lent and Holy Week Worship Schedule
The last Lenten service is on April 1, 2020 – Courage. We
will continue to use Holden Evening Prayer. Although it is
All People’s Gathering to worship at their partner
congregations for lent, they may not join us on April 1st as
scheduled. Please pray for everyone during this time.
Palm/Passion Sunday – 5pm Saturday, 8 and 10:30 Sunday
– we will again experience Jesus’ Holy Week journey as we
use the “Cry of the Whole Congregation” liturgy.
Maundy Thursday worship at 7pm with communion and
stripping of the altar.
Good Friday worship at 1pm and 7pm
Easter Vigil – Saturday, April 11 at 5pm
Easter Sunday – 6:30am, 8am and 10:30am

March 2020 Council Highlights
● Property reported that the roof repair has been
completed. However, it hasn’t solved the problem of
water leaking into fellowship hall.
● The chimney needs repair.
● Decisions were made about coronavirus procedures.
An email message will go out to the congregation
immediately about these procedures. We will
continue to monitor recommendations from the
health department and our Bishop regarding
worship.
● The continuing resolutions will receive a final edit
and be ready for approval at the next meeting.
● A debrief of the Altar Alterations conversation was
discussed. It was approved to move ahead with a
design plan process with Paul Baribeau of Groth
Design not to exceed $19,999.00.
● Our April council meeting would fall on Maundy
Thursday so it was decided that pending any urgent
need to have a meeting, we would not have an April
council meeting. If there is a need for one, it would
take place April 16.

Finance Ministry Team
Trinity had another very low gifting month, continuing a
trend again this year. Income is down almost $7,000 from our
projection. Compared to 2019, we are about the same level – both
gifting and expenses. In 2020 we had a smaller carry-over,- $4,600
– to start the year, so we had to “borrow” from our reserve account
to prevent an overdraft situation.
Thank you Trinity for your continuing support of the many
ministries within our church and extended community. We
encourage everyone to stay as current as possible with their gifting.
We have to pay our bills even if we are not being as active in our
church attendance/ministries due to coronavirus. If you are not in
attendance, you can mail or drop off your donations, or donate
through Tithl.y, https://tinyurl.com/TrinityTithly.
February 2020 Financial Summary Report
Month of February 2020
Total for Year
Income
19,875.80
42,256.51
Expenses
(25,355.68)
(49,600.54)
Net Income (loss)
(5,479.88)
(7,344.03)

February Project Uplift Reserve Fund
62,223 Month’s beginning balance
552 Month’s contributions
0 Month's Expenses
62,775 Ending balance
Building Improvements-Small Projects balance of $5,655.
Another way to give: Smile! If you purchase from
Amazon, you can request that a portion of the money go to
Trinity. Next time you shop, visit Smile.Amazon.com. You will
log in as you usually do. When asked, please specify Trinity
Lutheran Church S Milwaukee as your charity. Thank you!

Stories to tell.........
 This month we would like to remind everyone of the
many electronic ways to gift to the church. This becomes
even more important as we navigate through these
difficult next few months.
 Simply Giving;
 Direct bank deduction
 Tithe.ly
 QCD-seminar postponed
 Amazon Smile

April Readings
April 5 – Passion Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16;
Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-24:66
April 9 – Maundy Thursday: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:12, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35
April 10 – Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22;
Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1-19:42
April 11 – Easter Vigil: Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18
April 12 – Easter: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 18:1, 2, 14-24;
Collations 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10
April 19 – Easter 2: Acts 2:14a,22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:39; John 20:19-31
April 26 – Easter 3: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 1219; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

Altar Flowers for April
April 5
Dan & Laurie Soddy; Ray & Alice Grant
April 12 & 19 Easter Plants
April 26
Nate & Liz Keller; Tom & Stephanie Barbian

‘*’ indicates that nobody has signed up.
If you would like to purchase altar flowers in celebration of an event
or in somebody’s honor, there is a signup sheet outside the office,
or visit https://tinyurl.com/TLCFlowers. A reminder with payment
due will be mailed during the month prior to your donation. The
bouquets are $20 each, and you may take them home after Sunday
services.

Hospital Stay
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information
by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not
know that a church member has been admitted to the hospital. If
you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is
important that you (or a family member) inform the church
office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember,
hospitals can no longer provide this information for us.

Blue Box Project 2020
Our Blue box project for 2020 will be to
purchase two Family Farms from
ELCA Good Gifts.
Help a family break the cycle of hunger and
poverty — for good. A cow, a couple of goats, a dozen
chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds and agricultural
training can create a world of opportunity for a family living
in poverty. With eggs, milk and meat to eat and sell, and tools
and training to increase the harvest, this gift can make all the
difference. (from ELCA Good Gifts)
A family farm costs $715. Trinity’s goal is to
purchase two in 2020. The blue box is located on the stand
where you get your bulletins for the service. Donations can
be placed directly in the box. Thank you for your generosity.

First Communion
Maximus David Barbian
Madelyn Elizabeth Brzek
Robert Clifford Brzek
Zoe Leign Crogan
Alexis Ruth Hoefs
Olivia Rose Paul
Blake Charles Ulezelski

Funeral
Harold Otto Swanson

Sunday School Birthdays
April 6
Avery Sell
April 9
Katie Keller
April 9
Logan Onsager
April 10 Isaac Bruins
April 10 Noe Nunez
April 19 Madison Geisel
April 28 Natalie Keller

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONTACT INFORMATION
STAFF EMAIL
Pastor Denise – Pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Karen – Office Manager – officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Julie – Music Director – maurerjulie@att.net
Gary – Organist – cadphael@mac.com
Karel – Pianist – karel@studio1259.biz
Kari – Education Coordinator– edcoordtlcsm@sbcglobal.net
Matt – Youth/Family Coordinator – tlcsmyouth@gmail.com
LEADERSHIP
President – Patty Rosek-Johnson –
–patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
Vice President – Aron Miller – aronmiller1@yahoo.com
Secretary – Open
Treasurer – Alice Grant – alicegrant18@gmail.com
Caring Team – Nancy Barbian – nancybarbian4@gmail.com
Congregational Life Team – Denise Herr – daherr57@gmail.com
Christian Education Team – Sharon Schraith
–sharon.schraith@yahoo.com
Cross Generation Team – Ann Zander
– annzander1971@gmail.com
Finance Team – Mike Radtke – radtke22@hotmail.com
Outreach Team – Bob Iverson – riversen@wi.rr.com
Property Team – Steve Mueller – swm755@gmail.com
Stewardship – Lois Lukas – slukas7@wi.rr.com
Worship/Music Team– Daryl Klute – dklute@wi.rr.com
Youth Team – Lily Nunez – lily.lulu426@gmail.com

Trinity Choirs

Collecting for Kathy’s House
Until Easter

Prepare for Easter

2020

