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FROM THE PASTOR
I don’t know about all of you, but some days I’m downright weary.
We’ve been ‘Safer-at-Home’ now for about two months. And it
doesn’t appear that there is an end in sight – at least not the kind of
end where we just fling open the door and go back to ‘normal’.
Depending on who you are and what gives you energy, you may be
thriving in this situation - or you may be depressed - or you may be
going back and forth between the two. It’s in times like these that
scripture gives me assurance:
Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God!”

This is a proclamation uttered by the Psalmist as he watches what goes on in the world and tries to discern
God’s work of love and grace in the midst of the world’s chaos.
Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Jesus calls us to come to him when the burdens we carry get too heavy. Yet we take on another yoke –
his. But his yoke is not like the heavy burdens the world places on us. His yoke is gentle, humble, easy
and light – because God always brings life, not death.
Now that I know this is going to be a lot longer than I planned, I’m starting to think in new ways. All the
things that we used to do because “it was the way we have always done them” fly out the window. All
the things that we used to dream about doing but never did because of our fear, we are doing out of
necessity – online worship, virtual meetings, picking up the phone and calling someone, handwriting
cards and letters, learning new technology. And it’s opening up new ways of doing ministry and new
ways of connecting. It will never replace the beauty of a community of faith physically gathered in
worship and relationship, but it is certainly creating new avenues for ministry. It’s also recognizing in a
deeper way the priesthood of all believers – even more than before, YOU are the ones ministering to
others. We do this work of God together.

I am deeply grateful for Trinity’s leadership during this time. You have every reason to be proud of the
work the council and staff are doing. They are doing it with thoughtfulness, care and compassion. They
have taken on Jesus’ yoke and it is indeed easy and light because we do it together, with the call of
Christ before us.
And please, if your burden is heavy, let us know. Please call if you are in the hospital or experiencing
any difficulty. If the economy is strangling you, please let us know – we can help. If you want a devotional
book or need some help with technology or want to connect – let me or the office know.
Finally, I’m hearing that people need Holy Communion. Now that we know this time of not gathering
for worship will be extended, I’m going to work with the Worship Team to figure out a faithful way we
can join in communion – a way that does not exclude anyone, a way that still joins us together despite
our physical distancing.
I pray that you are well and that you experience God’s blessing even in the midst of these sometimes
weary days.
Pastor Denise

TRINITY WISH LIST
Items desired for enhancing TLC ministries
● Donations to Kathy’s House Critical Operations
Campaign. Kathy’s House Gala, the biggest
fundraiser for this organization, was cancelled this
year because of COVID-19. Approximately 30% of
their revenue is raised from this event. If you are able
to contribute to this campaign, please visit their
website for a link (https://kathys-house.org/ways-togive/) or mail a check to: Kathy’s House, ℅ Critical
Operations Campaign, 600 N 103rd St, Milwaukee,
WI 53226.
● That congregants continue to connect with one
another through phone calls, emails, letters, texts, or
conference calls.
● Prayers for all affected during this pandemic.

TESTIMONIAL
“I am so very grateful for Pastor Denise and Trinity to be able to
provide us with devotions, hymns, and especially a Sunday
worship service. I have missed attending church so much, but
these things have provided me with the "closeness" I always felt
when I walked into church. So thank you one and all for all you
are doing to help us shut-ins right now. I feel so blessed and
thankful! Peace to all!
-Shirley Jagler, longtime member of Trinity

May 14, 2020 Council Highlights
● The finance team reported that in anticipating some decline in giving because of the economy,
Trinity applied for and was successful in receiving a Paycheck Protection Loan/Grant for $27,000
that will help us retain our staff and make payroll for the next three months.
● A phased plan for returning to church was discussed – Trinity Trickle Back Plan. In order to avoid
spreading coronavirus and acknowledging the desire to return to worship in ways that we are
familiar with, the Council decided that we would hold off on in-person worship through summer
at least. In the meantime, we will continue online worship and explore new ways to reach out to
our members and the community. The Council will review this plan each month and adjust it
accordingly.
● The Stewardship Team gave a report on their first session in the Stewardship for All Seasons
program through the Greater Milwaukee Synod. There is excitement around this program that
will help us tell the story of how Trinity’s ministry impacts people’s lives. We hope this will invite
people into the ministry we do through empowerment and generosity. This is a two-year program
and is being funded by the Trinity Endowment Fund.
● The Visioning Team will be meeting soon to begin identifying our strategic ministry goals for the
next 3-5 years.
● The Altar Alterations project continues to move forward as we consult with the architect, Paul
Barribeau, about next steps.

+Christian Symbol+

Olive
The olive branch is a symbol of peace, harmony and healing. Olive trees provide shelter, as well as oil
used for ointment and consecration. The olive branch also represents deliverance from hardships and
anxiety because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after the flood ended (Genesis 8:11).

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Submitted by Patty Rosek-Johnson

Dear Trinity family,
“Are we there yet?” This is an all too familiar refrain that many parents have heard from their children
when going from point A to point B. Our family likes to travel, and since the time our kids were little,
we’ve done many road trips across the country. Our first major trip was from Milwaukee to Montana
to visit my husband’s Aunt Judy and Uncle Skip when Jonas was four and Clare was two. We knew
we’d have to hear “are we there yet?” for the more than 20-hour car ride if we didn’t come up with a
plan to entertain and distract them. Keep in mind we didn’t have smart phones and/or tablets for them
to use! While perusing parenting magazines I read about a neat idea that I hoped would do the trick.
Create a bag of “tickets” for them and ask them to give you one ticket every 30 minutes. Tell them that
when there are no more tickets left, we will arrive at Judy and Skip’s house! Though we had a few
hiccups along the way, overall the plan worked, and it was so satisfying to see the looks on their little
faces when they only had a few tickets left. So why did this work so well? More than anyone, kids
really do not like uncertainty. By giving Jonas and Clare the tickets, we were assuring them that we
were not avoiding their questions, we will arrive at Judy and Skip’s house, and we will arrive when
those tickets are gone.
If only everything in life were that simple. Our current world is filled with uncertainty and it is unsettling
for all of us. When will we get back to “normal”? Are we there yet? Soon we will begin the Badger
Bounce Back plan to reopen the state of Wisconsin. We will also be returning to in-person worship at
Trinity. What will that look like? How soon will it happen? I wish I had very specific answers to those
questions, but unfortunately, we are all “winging it” for now. I do know that the Council is closely
reviewing the recommendations from the Wisconsin Council of Churches, the Greater Milwaukee
Synod, and local health departments to decide the best way to phase back to in-person worship. We
promise to keep everyone informed of our decisions and try to make the process as smooth as possible.
Please be patient with us. Not a single one of us has experience with global pandemics, but we are doing
our best to maintain the safety of our members.
Stay safe and stay well!
God Bless,
Patty

Scholarship Recipients
Submitted by Ray Bergwin
The Scholarship Committee would like to congratulate the three recipients of this year's TLC
scholarships! Each will receive a $1,000 award to be used at their respective schools. All three are
seniors graduating from the Sunday School High School class.
 Austin Keller will be attending UW-Oshkosh in the fall majoring in Radio, TV and Film.
Austin was a member of the Ministry Exploration Team (MET), and also the Church
Council as a representative for the Youth Ministry Team. His faith journey was also
influenced by a Kairos retreat with Marquette University High School.



Lily Nunez will be a student at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities majoring in
Chemical Engineering. She has been a helper in Sunday School, and a member of the
Church Council as a representative for the Youth Ministry Team.

Isaac Bruins will be a student at Concordia University Wisconsin seeking a degree in Marketing
and Finance. He has been active in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and the Bell Choir.

Sunday School Ends
Unfortunately, our last day of Sunday School was March 8 rather than May 17, due to the COVID19 virus. Sunday School will hopefully return in the fall on the Sunday after Labor Day, September
13. We hope to update you soon on any changes to expect.
Vacation Bible School
Currently, Vacation Bible School is scheduled to be held from Monday, July 15 through Wednesday,
July 17 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for all parents and other adults and children from age 3 through
the 5th grade. We expect to move the start date to August 17 or August 24. Regardless of the dates,
we will begin with a meal served from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please put those tentative dates on
your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors to attend as they are always welcome. The
expected theme for this year’s VBS will be “Moose on the Loose”. We also appreciate your volunteer
support as a dinner helper, planner, teacher, or helper. Sunday School.

Senior Recognition
This year we honored three seniors who graduated from our Sunday School Program. They are Isaac
Bruins, Austin Keller, and Lily Nunez. Congratulations Isaac, Austin, and Lily. Please Stay Healthy!
Ray Bergwin and Kari Bruins
Testimonial
“ our wonderful church service yesterday morning was pretty
unplayable on my computer and not so good on the phone
either. I really look forward to that time. They do a great job of
doing the service live in video. They use Facebook. They
prepare us well to participate and be part of our community in
the service. They send us pages of the service portions. Praying,
readings, gospel, and SINGING! It didn’t take long for me to
embrace it and be so thankful for it. With the slow internet this
week, I lost one of the best parts of my week. Gee...I knew I
liked it before but now reporting on it I realize I really really
like it, look forward to it, and carry a good feeling with me even
after it’s over.”
-Frank Auer in an excerpt shared with his TLC social distancing
pen pal group, reprinted with permission

Aliliywa and Pastor Denise

OUT AND ABOUT

Please don’t be out and about. Stay at home as much as you can during this Safer at Home order.
This is not only for your well-being, but also for the well-being of your neighbor. Social distancing
is working in mitigating this virus. But we also don’t want people to get this virus. I have a number
of friends and relatives in the health care field and this is not something you want to get or give to
anyone else – it is a nasty business.
Testimonial
I’m a “people person”, so when I get a supportive text message from Gail during Safer at Home,
I’m lifted up and feel loved. Participating in Sunday worship online and checking the TLC
Facebook page for Pastor Denise’s words of encouragement are also very helpful ministries. I’m
eager, as are we all, to get back to gathering with others in our faith community for worship and
other activities (like quilting!); but something as simple as a text from a friend, a Zoom gathering,
or FaceTime with grandchildren are invaluable ministries, and these are divine gifts that I cherish.
-Lidia Amonson, Trinity member

June Readings

June 7
Genesis 1:1--2:4a;
Psalm 8;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13;
Matthew 28:16-20
June 14
Exodus 19:2-8a;
Psalm 100;
Romans 5:1-8;
Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 [9-23]

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Janae Folts
Jim Rogosienski
Barb Meyer
Galen Opdahl
Bruce Warwick
Iris Krause
Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and
church office may not know that a church member has
been admitted to the hospital. If you are hospitalized and
would like to notify the pastor, it is important that you (or
a family member) inform the church office as soon as
possible. Call us at 762-6626. Remember, hospitals can no
longer provide this information for us.

June 21
Jeremiah 20:7-13;
Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18;
Romans 6:1b-11;
Matthew 10:24-39
June 28
Jeremiah 28:5-9;
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18;
Romans 6:12-23;
Matthew 10:40-42

2020 Book Read Events for Summer and Fall
Once a month. Come to one. Come to all. Come to the ones that interest you. A time for fellowship,
learning and building relationships. Led by Pastor Denise. These events will be held offsite, or online.
All books are available on Amazon, or check at your local library. Read the book before you come.
Monday, June 29 at 6pm at Charcoal Grill on Ryan Rd. in Oak Creek or via Zoom
- “Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving and Finding the Church”
by Rachel Held Evans
Thursday, July 30 at 6pm at the Pita Palace on Howard Ave. in Milwaukee.
- “The Gift of Our Wounds: A Sikh and a Former White Supremacist Find Forgiveness After Hate”
by Arno Michaelis and Pardeep Singh Kaleka
Saturday, August 29 at 9am at Paisano’s on South Chicago Ave. in South Milwaukee.
- “The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible”
by A. J. Jacobs
Tuesday, September 29 at 6pm at Panera on Howell Ave. in Oak Creek.
- “Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End”
by Atul Gawande

Testimonial
Your milkshake and coffee truck went over very well.
Thank you so much for doing that!”
-Patrick Brever, City Administrator for South Milwaukee
regarding Better Together Mobile Cafe, sponsored by the
Outreach Ministry Team on May 12

Eras Senior Network
Families Needed to Help Older Adults with Yard Clean Up
Are you looking for something you and your family can do while still maintaining social distancing
guidelines during the COVID-19 crisis? Helping nearby older adults with spring yard clean-up is one
option.
Eras Senior Network needs volunteers to assist with yard cleanups throughout Milwaukee and Waukesha
Counties. Most yards are not very large – and all you and your family need to do is bring rakes, refuse
bags and yard clippers.
In the past, college students have helped with this project through the national Make a Difference Day.
But with schools sending students home because of COVID-19, there have been few individuals able to
assist these older adults.
“Spring Yard Clean Up is a great way to do something together as a family while helping neighbors in
your community,” says Heather Uzowulu, development director at Eras Senior Network. “Seniors may
attempt to rake leaves, wash outdoor windows, and clear the flower beds in their yards, which could result
in a fall or injury. Volunteers can help prevent this by performing these tasks instead.”
Volunteers are needed throughout both Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties; the Eras team will do their
best to assign volunteers to older adults who live nearby.
For more information, call Eras directly at (262) 522-2402.
Or to serve in Waukesha County, connect with Marisa at MarisaS@ErasWaukesha.org. To serve in
Milwaukee County, connect with Suzy at Suzanne.Endres@MilwaukeeNOP.

From our friends at Outreach for Hope…
One month ago, Outreach for Hope (OFH) and the Greater Milwaukee Synod announced a joint
COVID-19 stimulus check appeal. We have been overwhelmed and humbled by your response!
Together, we have raised almost $30,000 for ministries serving low-income neighborhoods
during this pandemic: $15,085 for Project LunchBox and $14,709 for the OFH COVID-19 Relief
Fund. This Wednesday May 13, the team made our second round of Project LunchBox deliveries!
We made drop-off's at Grace Welcome Center, All Peoples Church, Village Church, Hephatha
Lutheran Church, Redeemer Lutheran Church, and Sister McCanon Brown Homeless Shelter.
Special thanks to Van Horn Ford of Oconomowoc for donating the use of a Ford truck to help expand
our Project LunchBox deliveries.
Each box delivered will ensure that a family of 4 has lunch for a week. Your generosity to the
COVID-19 appeal is being felt right here in Southeast Wisconsin!

Trinity’s Thrivent Member Group sent $500 to support each of the two projects. Thank you for
designating your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Trinity so the Thrivent Member Group can help fund
important causes like this!

MUSIC SUNDAY

Mark Draeger
Trinity Senior Choir

Aaron and Patty Johnson

Daryl Klute
Gary Wood

Darcy McDaniel
Karel Suchy
Denise Herr
Sandy Mueller

Shirley Komasa

Julie Mauer

Deb Tice

Favorite Potluck Recipes
Keto Big Mac Salad
Submitted by Cindy Felicki
“I discovered this recipe on Pinterest. The first time I made it was when I had a couple of my friends over
working on projects for our Women's Retreat. They liked it, but I thought it was a lot of work to make until I
found shortcuts like the shredded lettuce, dill pickle relish, etc. I made it a few more times and now it is
requested often.”

Big Mac Sauce
(You can make this a day or two ahead of time. It keeps for a week. Make a double batch to use on
other things.)
● 3/4 cup mayonnaise (light can be used)
● 4 tsp prepared mustard
● 2 tsp chopped dill pickles (I buy dill pickle relish and drain it)
● 1 tsp white vinegar
● 1 Tbsp chopped onion
● 1 tsp Stevia or Truvia artificial sweetener
● ½ tsp smoked paprika
Mix together and set aside until you are ready to eat the salad.
Salad
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

1 lb ground beef (I buy lean grade)
1 tsp salt
1 tsp ground black pepper
4 cups iceberg lettuce, chopped (I use bagged shredded lettuce)
½ cup of onion slices, cut in half
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
½ cup sliced dill pickles (I buy a jar of hamburger pickles, already sliced)

Over medium heat fry and chop ground beef until it is almost cooked. Drain any fat, add salt and
pepper, and cook together. Set aside to cool. Mix the lettuce, onions, pickles, and shredded cheddar
cheese together. When ground beef mixture is sufficiently cooled, stir in with the lettuce. Serve in
bowls and spoon sauce over the top.

STORIES TO TELL
During these complicated times, we want to recognize the many volunteer areas at Trinity for the work
being done to help us stay safe and connected, and our church building maintained.
 Church council and Executive team
 Ministry teams and Communication team
 Online worship assistants
 Treasurer and Accounts Payable
 Money counters
 Financial recorder
 Properties team including Grass mowers
 Delivery of “40 in 40” donations to Kathy’s House

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Submitted by David Hahn
April was a difficult month. We were down $10,000 in income over last month. March was a special month
and it would have been hard to match the responses generated by our first month of being separated. April’s
net income(loss) was ($3,498), and YTD deficit rose to ($5,891). Easter gifts helped keep our deficit down but
were about one third of what we normally receive for a holiday. Expenses are higher then last year mainly due
to salary increase.
Good News: Trinity applied early for a CARE Act, PPP Loan (Payroll Protection Program), and was approved.
Our next step will be to follow a “yet to be determined” procedure for loan forgiveness
Giving: Thank your for your gifting during these challenging times. We continue to need your financial
support on a regular basis. Please remember that we are a nonprofit organization with fixed costs, and greatly
appreciate your continued financial support. You can mail offerings to the church or drop them off Monday or
Wednesday from 9-1. You can also give electronically with Tithe.ly using a bank account, debit card, or credit
card by clicking the link below.
We continue to need your financial support on a monthly basis. In March, we had many who stayed current
with your pledges, which we are very grateful for. We had some congregants give additional gifts to help us
make March special. We are so blessed and grateful for these extra gifts.

Income
Expenses
Net Income (loss)

April 2020 Financial Summary Report
April 2020
$ 22,198
$(25,697)
$(3,498)

Year-to-date
$99,713
$(105,654)
$(5,941))

April 2020 Project Uplift Reserve Fund
Month’s beginning balance $57,803
Month’s contributions $ 408
Month’s expenses $
0
Ending balance $58,210

Small Building Improvement Fund has a balance of $5,656.
Did you know it takes about $33/week or $145/month per household to fulfill the ministries of Trinity Lutheran
Church?
You can automate your giving in one of several ways:
1. Use the Bill Pay system through your bank or credit union (if available).
2. Use Simply Giving. Enrollment forms can be found in the forms rack in the Narthex, or ask the church
office.
3. Use Tithe.ly to pay with a bank account, credit card, or debit card. Use the link
https://tinyurl.com/TLCtithely to donate now or schedule donations.
Thank you so much for your generous contributions!
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LEADERSHIP
Patty Rosek-Johnson
Council President
patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com
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JUNE 2020 TIDINGS
For more information about our congregation, please visit our
website.

Contact Us
Trinity Lutheran Church
2507 5th Avenue
South Milwaukee, WI 53172
414-762-6626
officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net
pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net
www.tlcsm.org
www.facebook.com/tlcsm

Virtual worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday

